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FOREWORD

Theough the ages, Jewish history has been preserved notonly on rhe writken
page, but also on the carved stones of Jowish cerneteries, Owver the centuries, the
firse act that Jews performed after moving into 2 new area was to establish and dedi-
cate a cemetery. To honee and care for the dead was considered the preatest of all
Mitzver — positive acts following God's commandmenes,

In 1881, ploneering Jews of Las Vegas, Wew Mexico, founded a small cemetery at
the far outskires of che town. Today, over a century later, the Montefiore Cemerery
is incorporated into the town along wirh cometeries of organizations such as the
hasons. The pammes and histories of the men, women snd children of Las Vegas
Jewry are found on the stones in chis graveyard. Unfortonately, vandalism has



destroved much of char great historic site. Jews roday are arcempting o preserve che
cemetery and to prevent further vandalism.

This bookler iz abour che Montefiore Cemetery, established by New Mexico’s first
Jewish congrepation, and the efforts of past and present generations of Jows and
non-Jews o maintain our precious connection with Jewish history,

Thank you far reading this work and sceing the pictures of a proud chapeer in
tew Mexico Jewish history.

Rabbi Leonard A Helman
Clongregation Bech Shalom
=anca Fe, MNew bMexicoe




INTRODUCTION

Secores of headstones stand in the Monteficre Cemertery in che largely Hispanic
cown of Las Vegas, New Mexico, bearing inscriptions in German and Hebrew,
weathered by harsh winds and barcered by senseless vandalisn.

To most peaple, this scene appears most unlikely and far removed from the con-
texts usually associared with Jewish life in che United Scaves, But, foctunately, these
headstones reveal much about the muledeultural hscory of MNew Mexico since the
FEuropean colonization began in the lace 1500z, These moackers offer mute testimony
ter the Jong and complex history of Jewish ploneers in New Mexica,

I the med- 18005, on che heels of the conquering United States Army, a1 wave of
Jewish settlers arrived, mainly Ashkenazi merchants and traders from Gertnany and
Eastern Burope, [nitdally, most of these Jews werne ateracted to Santa Fe, bur when
the Atchison, Topeks and Santa Fe Railroad by passed the capital, many gravitated
to the new commercial centers of Albuguerque and Las Vepas, Others chose to dis-
perse among the small Hispanic villages and Indian Pueblos, making their liveli-
hoods as rraveling merchanes, ranchers or farmoers.

The first synagegue in New Mexico, Congregation Montefiors, was built in Las Vs
in 1831, and it was soon followed by the developmene of such volunteer groups and
fraternal arganizations and che Bosenvwald Chapter of Brai Brrith, Jewish Ladies Ceme-
tery Fund and Hebrew Ladics Benevolent Sociesy, Today, names such as Taichert, 1feld,
BEoservwald, Teer, Bepensberp, Teitelbacm, Bosenthal, Stern, Jafta, Hoffman and Yoren-
bery fill the records and grave stones thae decument the early setclement of die duriving
Las VWepaz Jewish conmmunity of the sacly tventieth contury.

By the 19203, che principal east-west roure of che Archison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad had bypassed Las Vegas, causing the rown to suffer 2 pronounced commer-
cial decline. Many of the Jews of Las Vegas chose 1o leave town in favor of preater
eeonomic opportunities elsewhere. laday, fow Jews remain in Las Vepas w carry on
the rraditions of their ancestors, Along with the fading paint on the buildings
where Jewish merchanes conducred their commercial business, the cemerery serves
as g stark memorial to those who preceded us and established the Grat formal Jewish
community in MNew Mexico

Seanley M, Hordes

Wice- President

Mew Mexico Jewish Historical Sociery
barch 30, 1980
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THE PHOTOGRAPHER'S STATEMENT

When 1first aporoached the dMoncefiore Cemerery, I did so a5 a photajournslise 1
wanted ro dacument ics existence on film. However, 35 | made subsequent visizs, the
cemeteTy book on a now inpoctance [or me, L began nor only o cecord, but ko
explote and explain through the medium of photography, The cextures and shapes
of the grave markers, the [otme 2avd paccerns of carefully ecched stone, began to vep-
resennt boch an arcscic and a historical continuoem.

[ amn fascinated by the bravery of the Arer people who carne heve. They carne with
licele oz noching and built their lives and cheir coraraunizy. T get Llost out there with
them; ehore (5 1o movement except the birds and the sun and che phoopeapher, 1
sometimes have a sense of uegency, despice the stillness This s canscd in part by moor
tesponse to the stoties the comotery tells. would like ehe cometery o be arcund for
another ons hundred vears o those seeking it cur, like me, can bear witness 1o
those stories,

Care Hery
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Monrefiore Cemetery was ataldished m TES5, comprisimg the northicese comer of the Masenic Comieiery,
arlnpking Les Vogas il Fallivas River Wallew, it serees as the Jinal resring place for seore 160 Jewish

Cheerlapkmg Les Vigas end che Gallings River Wal o

Fioneers who serthad in che area mothe loe nmetseeh and early veentieth contir,
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([ esprive the diligenr ofiore of the fie
vepnenrnyg descenclants, vandaiinm aid
neglect ke faken theiv ool on

the cemerery.
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1o 985, tre Mewe Mexion Jenessh Hinor-
ol Bociery mitisad an seeval clean-up

of five ConLetery, aitenpiing o restore e

site do E fremar g iy,
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The Charles Meid Maemoral Chepel, which preced che emiraree of the cometemy smee (s comstrction in
1907, mmee was reqarded as e finesr example af Oween Aone archizecore M ooke vegion, In Decerber of
1988 arzandsts sor five r the sty feaeing behind omly 2 shell of s ordpmal seprfleeee.
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Pealvs of Diavdd now che 5l
o Fahbi recds the ancient Decolome

Gone are the living, but the
Ard not neglec & ke unseen,
Seauering i boun 3 SHITLITIET A,

Feill keeps their praves and theiv resemblance

from Henoy Wadsworth Longfellow,




IN MEMORIAM

Milton Taichert
1892- 19549

Whose vital contributions to the Jewish community of Las Vepas and
MNew Mexico will never be forgotten by the generations who followed.
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Montefiore Cemetery

First on site invencory of monuments wade in fll 1988 by Joanic Deode and Lewss Terr. Second on siter invenitory mads

spring L0 by Bherey Lester and Jedffray Horran,

ROW 1 Block C: jwestimost, highes: an the hitl.)
Len Kol 1B40-1910
H. Adams 1824 1900
Diavid Cialdstien [877- 1857
Jacob Heineman 1544 - 1895
Jebn H. Tedtlebaum 18431908 (%)

(dap indicotes 3 wooden monument south of

Caoldstien grave site}

ROV I Block B:
Parsy Becnice Bacharnch 1504 1908
{Large plos may have more praves,)
Block -

Marhan Adler d. 1899 vep indicames M&C

Hdlec)

Julius Seern [E0O- 183]

Julius Price 1835. 1538

Block C Morth:

Byl Travds (Civadrmand Jr 1925 1941
ROAW 3 Block As

Jennés Lewy 18651914

Heney Levy 1860- 1500

Block I

Josegsh Wercheim Jr. 1915- 1916

Julia Brern 1565- 1943

Jacok Stern 18611927

Sydmey Stern [R97- 1901

Block O

Zimon Palskes 1870- 1585

Heamer Lade Burger 1891 - 1881

Cecelia Adams 1886k 1550

Adolf Daneiger 1340- 1535

Wicler Danziger 1874- 1895

Biarcne Danziger 1848. 1915

Ciearge Erstling 18d4- 1850

Charles Fellper 1870- 1903

Harry Goldsmich 1871-1953
ROW 4 Block D:

Waleer Béprman 1873- 1510

(ap indicates grave of [ Davis, souch of

Bierman.)

Block E:

Jaceks Lewy 1885 1505

Carelins Lery 154591907

Harris Lewy d, [905

Clar Stern 18791412

Fannic Spern 1853- 1925

[aidor Stecn L840 1858

Bilock I

Samuel Mahm 1853 1530

Aaron Schlos: 1841-1804

Alberr Mewmman 18741900

Linvd Hertestain 1874 1506

Rosa Cioldsmith 1848-1857

Abe, Goldsmich 1B26- 1803
(Lewy) Son of Herpereln 1902- 1905
Wlarris Herzstein [870-1924
Lema Hermtein 190521457

Emma Canrgr [863-1919

Berry Gurnse 18551948

Block G

Framma Goldsmith 1871 1906
H. AL Canter 1862 1916

Mathan A Geldimith 1860-1207

ROAY 5 Block D

Joseph W Cinaaf 1873- 1951
Jacob Creanf 1675-1941
Pauline Craaf 18431912
Julis Ciranf 1541-1912

Alesd Wil 1850- 1900
Black E-

Hanuah Kauffman 1900 1900
Carrie Kaufman 18671

Zol Kauffmann 13531928
Maron Schuez 8521906

ROV 5 Block I

Fanmie Abker 18581935

Zaul Bosenchal 1860- 1914

Mapelivs L. Bosenthal 1830 {0t

Mather Hulda Bosenchal no daee

Paulime Wl 1900- 15909

Mt b Wil 1881-19325

Fachan Weil [367- 1946

Clarerzoe Bevarmar 1882- 1942

Block G:

idlizcellaneous prave sives; metal markers down.)
Alex Bosenthal 18511943

ibdap indicates 5 Levine most north, oo marker.

BOW & Block H:

Benjarnin Brash 18421918
Theresa Brash 13531935
Ted Brach &, 1940
Louise Brash d. 1957
Jozeph Morse 1872- 1902
Bercha Mogee 1873- 1943
13



Block 1:

Ermtia Friedinan 1863-19]6
Soses Friedman 1822 | Ao
Hyran Friedman 357-1912
Fedel Friedman no date
Block J:

TN Sreaus 1B11- 1359
Sudelph Sereus 1548- 1923
Joseph Colman 1541 1895
Caroling Beurher 1840- 1905
Sirnon Beueler d.-1922
Joseph Kohn 16711545
Adolphine 5 Koho [871-1949
Bertha Koha o, 1924
Chas . Kohn 18611913

ROW 7 Block H:

by rom Laneis 18831952
Whalf Momanes 1835 17492
Fiarrie b, Momne 1885- 1940
Claca Hetneman 185814942
Elize Heineman d. 1915
Block 1:

Marle Eohin no date

Block J:

Carl Harherg 15611924

Julia Klein Harberp 1856 1552
Jamere O Hodtan 18486 1941
Adele D Hoffmay 1915-1923
Simon Hoffman 1852 1940
Joseph ML Mahim 90115936
Helen Makim Kessell 1854-194(
Yidam Makhm 1906 1954
Faath Mahm 18%G- 1963

Ella Malim 1873- 1551
Sigmund Mahm 186514952
Juline Appel 1B73-1534

ROW B Block K

Kiltan Taichere 1892 1080
Framcle E- Taichert 1902- 1978
Marene B Taichers 1931 - 1952
Henry A, Levey [B48- 1932
Block L:

Joseph Llowd Bihle 19031542
Bara 5, Bible [903- 1968

Lovuis Seern 1841-1930
Hanna Stern 19631957
[saac Teer, M. 1910- 1965
Pearl Terr 1BTT-1973

Block M:

Wicler Maffman Werss [903- 1988
®aurzice Hedfmom 159061973
Julin T Hedfman 15751947
Nestar Hoffman 1571- 1545
Harey E. Kohn 18704 1947

HOW 0 Block K-

Jnzenh AL Thichers 1882- 1955
Apinne 5, Taichere 1854 197H
Stgrund 5, Maise 18771941
Block L Joseph Danziger 1550- 1943
Juliz |. Dongiger [893- 1973
Eleanor [ [alfa D854 1970
Aorthoar O3 Jnffa 1863- 1952

B Sreauss Jaffa 1865 (929
Hathan Jaffa 1803- 15945

Bilock M:

Simun Worenherg 1880 1928
Theresn H. Worenberg 18631952
Saul Voerenberg 1858 15352
Harry Worenbenz 1960601956

ROW 10 Block K

Jay Stern 1EG3.197)

Llock L:

Draris L. Bepensberg [929- 1933
Maurice Begensherg 18841930
Mierris Geenberper 1564-1929
Block M-

Florence M, fdd 1509-1927
Minnte 5. Ield 18781940
Ludwig Wea: [lfld 8741960

Steinfelde srone, ne names, Phullip ! Minnge?

Beerha Kavg 1570-1940

RO 11 Henry Earz 1905. 14941

Meorris Kare 1888- [958
Marguerite W Katz 18921937
MP Whrman

BB Meman

ROW 11 Block Ox

Carl Bepensberg d. 1542

Fichaod Chacles 1eld 1933 1%
Corl W, Iebd 10021975

Mol Larcoigg [Tl 1900- 1954

ROW 12 Block 5

Carl Reinhardr 1879.7911
Miss Alice Hune 1853-1912
Wi, Edward Wood LB79-1912
Bedford H. Cornell 1535- 1913

LCemetery naj |_|-|- j-d"l'l-c-r Harten

Tlesign by Juan 5 Advarer

iopyrigae © 1900, Miw Mexico Jewish Historical Sociery
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