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Hall of Curios.

BLANKETS—THEIR DESCRIPTION AN USE,

AVATO is the name of an Indian tribe set-

tled on the borders of New Mexico and
Arizona.  Its chief industry is blanket weav-
ing.  They have achieved in that branch a well-
deserved reputation and the Navajo blanket has
today become a household article of great value
for both useful and decorative purposes. The
study of its design is most interesting.  Thercin
we find-woven into fabric the secret legends and
superstitions of the Navajo Indian, their weav-
myg heing, in fact, (‘s%cntnll\ symbolic. Thus, the
red and black are the emblems of the creative
spirit, The snake, worshiped by the tribe,
trails his curved form over each bit of handiwork.
The lightning 1s represented by profuse zig-
zays, T[hew 1ld goosc is represented on the wing,
The single cross 18 the emblem of supplication,
while the double cross is the sign of abundance.
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Only the experienced and skilled squaws know
what fancies, dumb longings and beliefs are
woven into each of the many vivid squares. The
meaning of blanket designs is wrapped In mystery
and sccrecy. It takes years to master it.  The
voung weavers of the race have to serve a long
apprenticeship. It is only when they have
reached a certain age that they are able to ac-
complish satisfactory work. From the pre-
ceding  description one may casily infer the

many and varied uscs to which Navajo blankets
can be put.  The native wool blanket cannot be
cqualled as a fancy rug and lounge cover. It
wears well and always retains its bright colors.
The blankets made of Germantown yarn equal
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any Turkish drapery for portiers, wall decora-
tions and chair coverings.  We Justly claim to
carry the Jargest stock of Indian blankets to be
found in the United States. Come and scc us
or write for particulars.

1.
BASKETRY.

HIE Indian basket 1s second only to the
Navajo blanket In point of variety, sym-
bolism and usefulness for decorative purposes.
To attempt a classification of its varieties 1s an
impossible task.  As a matter of fact, the forms,
designs and colors change with every cemotion
and feeling of the basket maker.  As there is a
langnage of flowers among the botanists, so 1s
there a more cxpressive one of basketry among
the Indian weavers.  Evervthing in their make
s emblematic. A vounyg Indian girl. wishing to
signify, her acceptation of the advances of her
woeer, will weave a basket of a certain design,
shape and color, present it to the happy suttor
and the contract is closed.  Agam, a basket of
a certain desten and form s used to represent
the “'wood mother” in the Napolconic sense ot
the word, while one of another shape and design
will wive us to understand that the mother of
the family has reached the state so much dreaded
by the TTebrew woman of old.  We could go on
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at great length without exhausting the number-
less meanings to be found in Indian basketry.
Sutfice 1t to say that every tribe has 1ts own
peculiar and racial basket, and without departing
from this general characteristie, the squaws of

the tribe find a way of varying the products of
their basket industry, according to their feelings
and emotions.  As it has been said by a
well -known author of an interesting book
on the subject of Indian basketry: ' As
[ndian baskets are woven by human beings akin
to ourselves, and are used by them in a variety
of relations of intensely human interest, we are
studying humanity under its earlicst and simplest
phases when we intelligently study Indian bas-
6
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ketry.” This industry 1s practically monopolized
by the Indin women,  Hence, it has been said,
that, through the study of basketry we are intro-
duced into the mmost recesses of the Indian
girl's heart,  Her hfe and the principal stages
thercof are recounted by the hieroglyphies of
Indian ha%k(‘tr\'

The " plagque™ or flat basket 1s very much in
demand as an article of wall decoration.

I11.
POTTERY.

E now come to a branch of Indian in-

ustry that is not without interest to the
archacologist and the friend of the **Amerind.”
While Indian pottery cannot m any way be con-
trasted with *‘Scvres™ porcelain, its  study,
nevertheless, is replete with interest.  There are
no two pieces of Indian pottery alike in design,
size or colormg.  The vartety 1s still greater than
that of baskets. To catalogue them would re-
quire as many entries as there are preces of
pottery.  The most famous pottery makers of
the Indians belong to the Zuni, Pucblo and
Moqui tribes. The designs lavished on every
plece are symbolical. Mdnv of their cooking
utensils bear the picture of the article of food
to be cooked therein.  When the lucky nimrod
returns from a hunting cxpedition with a burden
of delicious venison, qual, goose, or duck, 1t 1
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left to simmer in the utensit appropriately

decorated.  The materials principally  used
in pottery making are black and red clay and
vegetal pammt, The process by which  the

Indians impart to their pottery the much-ad-
mired glossy appearance 1s a sccret, and pottery
U‘LL?II‘I“ 1s an art known oniv to a few of the
Indian tribes. Hence it is, that while. most of
the tribes make pottery, only a few of them can
model n clay a relatively high-polished article.

We claim for our assortment the enviable
position of being the most extensive and compre-
hensive in the Southwest.  We are headquarters
as we are located i the very mudst ot the pot-
tery making Indians.

-

V.
STLVER-WUORK.

INCREDIBLE and fiction-like as this may

seem, the art of silversmithing 1s not of yes-
terday among the Indians. The Navajo silver
work, like turquoisc rings, bracelets, belts and

necklaces has become very fashionable on ac-
count of its primitive style and unquestionable
genuineness. Anyone can, upon close inspection
of the articles, discover traces and signs of the
silver coins used and pounded down into the
varied shapes of silver jewelry. As appro-
priate presents for ladies, gentlemen cannot find
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anything better than Navajo jewelry, of which
our hall contains a most varied assortment,
Bracelets of all sizes, shapes and stvles; buckles
of different designs: buttons of all descriptions,
used by ladies for shirtwaist studs, cull buttons
and hat pins, are found in our exhibit,

We have, In connection with this department,
a very finc display of bead work made by the
Mojave tribe.  The many colored beads are
arranged into most artistic designs,  The ladies’
belts, chains and watch fobs have become quite
a fad.

Orders by mail receive our close attention.

V.
RELICS,

E place under this head prehistoric pot-

tery, pteces of garments worn by famous

Indian chiefs, also, mummies and other objects
dug out of ancient burving grounds which are
today the sites of prosperous cities and towns.
The student of archeology finds in these un-
earthed remains of an extinct race a most interest-
g field of research, while the lavman feels an
aroused interest 1 the early history of the

country in the posscssion of arrows, bows, war

clubsg, battle axes, tomahawks, sashes. musical
mstruments, pottery, charred corn, beads, bone
awls, ncedles, earings, noserings, bracelets, neck-
laces and moceasins that were once the property
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of the ancestors, compantons, wives or children
of the great Indian warriors, such as Victoria
Geronimo and others.,

Though few. the foregoing remarks are enough
to give a general dea of our interesting exhibit

and convince the curio hunter that a visit will
undoubtedly result i valuable additions to his
collection,

We will be pleased to quote prices on any
article contained in our Hall of Curios, and give
anvone asking further mformation our best at-
tention on any questions pertaining to the Indian
industries. Bassrrr Brorirers,

IFlagstatt, Arizona
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ANCIENT HOMES

OF THE

CLIFF DWELLERS,

NINE MILES FROM FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA,

on the Santa Fe railroad.  Sce that your ticket
is wood to stop over and sce these prehistoric
rains.  Personal attention will be given to all
tourists.



