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in the Sanea Crox Valley nine miles south of the city of ’J' !
Tucsen., Framed in the warm browns of che surrounding
hills and the vieler shadows of more distant mountins, ir \
cises, brillinntly whire from the deseer floor of dusty green l.-i‘
mesquite and sage. The imposing dome and lofoy towers, the
rounded parapers and greaceful spires srched agaimse che vivid
blue complere a skyline fraught with the haunting enchane.
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From early times, the Indian serclement in which the Mission
is locared was called Bac, “Place where the woater appears,”
becanse the Sanea Crue oover, whach can underground fer
some distance, reappeared on the surface nearby, - Jb=

hﬁw % The Historical Backgrousd

The celelrared Jesuit missicnary and explorer, Father Fusebio
Francisco Kino first visired Bac on 1092, Ar thart tme the
village, with its fertile fields excending as far as the presene
site of Tucson, was inhabited by moere than eighe hundred
SZobaipuri Indians, These aborigines of Bec were, in the course
of time, supplanted by Papagos from the desers o the west
who helonged 1o the same grear Piman nartion and spoke a
dialect of a common tongue. T'o cthe present duay, the village
is orcupicd by their descendants, g e w2
Eight years later, in 1700, Father Kino laid the foundarions
of the first church, some twe miles norch of the present sice
of the Mission, He namesd e San Xavier in honoe of his
|;'|1|:_:q,:.|:'|:|. patron, 5t Francis Xavier, the illustrious  |esuit
“Apostle of the Indies.” ﬂ#_{_ﬁ‘w:—'—":—hfm
Han Xavicr was the northernmaost mission of che Pimeria
Al which included all of the territoey of the Altar Valley
inn the smte of Soncra, Mexico, and char pare of Ariwona o
the south of the ila river, -{-ﬁ’-ﬁ"ﬁ ]-_.'.I:J,"""q—ua-w
In 1767 the Jesuics, a5 a resule of the intrigues of their enemies,
were expelled by royal decree from Spain and her dominions,
and their missions were entrusted o the Franciscans, £
Fray Francisco Hermenegildo Gareces, a man of |::-|,||:5|::|.|.1|,'||ng
persomality and prodigious accomplishments, easily ranks
first among the grear names of Franciscan histocy in Arizona,
This increpid p;udm estiblished headquarters ar San Xavier
in June, 1768, and feom theee set out on the many far flung
mussionary explorations thar made him famous, Te was princi-
pally through his efforts chat the presidio (milicary garrison b
was moved, in 1778, From Tubac to Tucsen. Garces chen buile
the first church in Tucson, the ruins of which may sull be
seen near the riverbank ac che foot of "A” Mountain. A bouse



for the missionary was also erecred and a stout wall for de-
tense. Under the proteceion afforded by these measures igainsg
the frequent suids of Apache Indians, the ficst Spanish, or
European, seotlement was established in Tucson, so chat Garees
miny be called one of the founders of the citv. In 1779 Facher
Crarces was transferred from Bae o the Yoma Mission where
b dicd a martvr in che Yuma uprising of 1781, ot o sy

&%’Fﬂ%}t The Building of che Missicn

The presenc church of San Xavier was buile during che
administracion of che immediate suecessors of Garces, Fathars
Balrazar Carrillo (17801794 and Marcisoo Gurierees ¢ 1799,
Under the expeer diceceion of lpnacio Gaona, architect and
builder, and his helper Pedro Bojorques, the grear undertak-
ing required Fourteen years of intermiteens libor — From 1783
ter 1797, Lacking caly a few months of work, this remackahle
structure was.all bur completed when
Lraona was Fewally injured in a fall
from the building. 1t was probably
Uue to this accident thar the east tower
remained unfinished, and char che
name of his assistant, " Pedro Borjor-
quer 1797 is carved on the back of
the sacristy door. The venr presum-
ably marks the date of completion. g
It i3 now an established fact chat San
Kavier, as it stands woday, was builr
entircly by the Franciscans from the
very foundarions, We are indeboed o
a modern Francisean histerinn, Farher
Marion Habig, (UF.M., for che final
and irrefurable proof cnding a long
comtroversy, | For the complete report of Father Hahig, con-
sult the Souchwestern Historical Quarcterly, Ocioher, 1937
For the story of the discovery, by Father Mark Bucher, OuF M,
of Kino's mission site, consult The Hispanic Historical

Eeview, Febronry, 19306, ) W‘-’{W‘Q‘E‘T
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[n 1821 Mexico declared her independence from Spain, and
by 1327 the 3panish Franciscans had left San Xaviee. The
Frinrs were oot te return until |ﬂl!.WA‘M—h
In 1839, the territory of Arizona was annexed o the diocese
of 3anmn Fe, New Mexico. Shortly thereafer Father Mache-
beuf, vicar-general of the diccese. visited del Bac and made
important and much necded repairs, 3E-EE=F0E et
The mosr com |_1-r4_=|11-|_'| spve restorition was undertaken ooward
the end of 1900 and extended over a period of three years,
The work was done under che personal dicection of the Right
Kev, Henry Granjon, Bishop of Tucsen, who was often 1o
be found wielding trowel and bammer by the side of his
workmen., To him i3 doe the credic thar San Xavier smnds

roday in irs enrirery, Wm‘&ﬂ



T B 2o The Acchitecture

Authorities acclam San Xavier the Ainest example of missicn
architecrure in the Unieed Seates. The rerm, Mission Archi-
vecture, can be defined as che Spanish Colonial sovle of Mexicn
molified by local exigencies of marerial and labor, and furcher
adapoed o the arvistic background, apritede, and crafisman-
ship of the artisans in each particular region w which the
style was rransplaned e e

Alchough the Moorish and Byzantine inHuences are the ficst
i make themselves fele, che architecture of 50 Xavier is
immediarely derived from the late Bensissance of Mexicn.
The church shows clements of all che stages of development,
excepting Crothic, chrough which ecclesiastical architecture
passed in che West, particularly o Spain. %Wich these are
mingled various architectural and decorative features From
the East, which from an early date permeared every sovle that
arose in Spain. Feom the sandpoint of conscroction, the wse
of brick throughour and the pendentives as suppores for the
dome and vaults are Byzantine in origin, while the high
arches and fag vaules are to be traced oo che Moorish influence
In the held of croomentation, the whimsical trentment of
vl and windows as decoragive elements and the wealth
of arabesques stem From che svle of the Moor; whereas, the
simulated parrerned marble effects, che gliccer of gold, and
the Frescoes spvor of the lavish display and coval splendo
of Byramtium. All chese diverse clements are fused inco a
design so closely unilied and delightfully harmoenims, e
it 1% almost impossible o point cot where one style begins
and another aods.

Crereral Wiew of the Mission

The visitor will be amply repaid by viewing the pieturesgue
ensemble of buildings ar seme distance feom the front of
the chinech. The facade, or ormamengal soruemire above the
front enteance, is danked by terraced owers. Berweeen them
rises the majestic dome thar 15 withoue a serons reval inoall
the Missions. . -



The rowers are parcicularly pleasing for a sense of lighoness
il slender -.:-r.:-|~-::-|.'-.|||n-1 due, in [ETeRE part, to i subtle arcange-
ment of spaces. This impression 14 further "|:||::-||.|'-\.|.-'|.-::| by the
arrenuarion of the pierced openings on the upper tiers. The
towers e |'-::-n'-|.|g.r.|.h._1_.' enhanced by che I'f:.'ln,_ bBurrresses
whose sceoll-like curves Form a happy cansition from the
ornave facade o che straight lines and plain surfaces above.
The traer vo che cighe, originally abandoned wicthout plaster
or dome, owes 108 present appeicance 0 the extensive restora-
tion of 1906 AsRe—@ —f—n B bt —
Close by, to che lefr of che church, the mortuary chapel lifts
s doume and helfry above the enclosure of the olid cemetery.
To the righe of the church, and adjeining the unfnished
tower, are che original living quarters and workrooms, w
which were wdded, at 2 much Licer dace, o monestecy section

and classrooms. e yrmre S - P i



e e " fefopaarwr The Facade
On approaching the encranee we find the chucch separcated
from the plaza and roadway by an enclosed gquadrangle
Enown as the arium, =+ s sl Yraers—, .

From this point it would be well to make a eloser soudy of
the facade which lends such promincoce o the porls, [t
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alone was lefe untouched by restoracion, so chat its warm red-
dizh lue stands out in marked conrase o the eest of the strac-
rure, Here and there sraces still emain of the original brightly
painred ornamentstion. This exquisite chree part composi-
ELo, i, €., 0w stories and a gable, aoonee macks out the width
of the church, while its twno horizontal panels, defined by the
cornices ( projecting bands}, indicare the inrerior division
of twi stocies. The horizoneal sections are visitbly supporoed
by narrow pilasters, Originally an ormage column of the
Churrigueresque stvle seood in fronc of cach of the ten pilas-
vers. Regrettably, the loss of these columns bas destroyed the
charply drawn, wormurous design of light-and-shade, leaving
the facade comparatively flat and resttul, Large surfaces are
pelarned with rich arabesgues, figures in niches, volutes, and
looped swag draperics of brick and morar. s i
The whole composition is eeowned by a rounded gable formed
by two free swinging S-curves which meet in the center
with a sharp curve in reverse, The cone shaped object appear-
ing above the gable is all thar remains of the smtue of S
Francis of Assisi. Below it the Franciscan coat-of-arms in
hold eelief holds a posicion of prominence. The device is an
escurcheon thar displays a knotwed cord { pare of che Francis-
can habie) surmounting a cross on which is nailed the bare
right arm of Christ and the clothed left arm of Sc. Francis,
The escurcheon s surrounded by inricare arabesgues repre-
senting a grapevine with evident reference o the words “l
am the vine, you are the branches.” John 13:5. On either
side of the coat-ofanns the monograms of Jesus and Mary
are appropriately incorporated inte the conventionalized
pattern of the vine, The lions rampant in the far corners,
symbaols of the Spanish tenure, are reminiscent of those em-
hlazoned on the scarler and gold field of the standard chae
futtered gaily above the salwart Conquistadores. ye%"3-
The four figures placed in niches berween the pilasters bear
no inscriptions. The higher figure, above and o the lefi,
wearing a crown probably eepresents 5. Barhara, the
patroness of soldiers sod artillerymen. The image below can
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no fonger be idemtified. The upper figure o the righe carry- :i

ing the ambourine 5 5t Cecilin, the parrones of music. Pt £3in
The last Agure, blackencd by smoke and covered with candle é".‘}"
grease, is judged to be char of 36 Lucy, since by long standing

custem the Indians invoke her aid against sore eyes, and o

honor her, burn candles in thanksgiving, S S prpy. 5y
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wm The Intecior of the Churek

Weathered doors of mesquite open in upon a low groioe
vaulted arca which corresponds o a vestibule, though in this
instance, i is nor separated from the nave. Directly above
i5 the choir lofe and e the opposite end, che main alter,

The church, which 13 of hurned hrick ecovered swith lime
plaster, measures 95 feer & inches by 21 fecr 7 inches inside
the walls, Thess walls have an average thickness of chree
feet excepe at the base of the towers where, 1 ocder o carry
the grear weight above, they approach a width of six feer

The plan is that of the Latin cross, The single nave {main
atsle) 15 separaced From the apse Canctuacy b by che transept,
of cfoss aisle, the emds of which terminate in side chapels.
Abowe the crossing of ransepr and nave, the dome, supported
by arches and pendentives, rises on an octagonn] deum to
a height of ":-2_ feet. T

The Bapristry

To che lefr as vou enrer the church, a low doorsay leads o
the Bapeistry. In che center of chis groinavanlied chamber, a
pedestal of hrick covered with plaster decoration supports
A copper basin which, we are wold, was vsed in :hq, riginl
chapel of 170}, A room similar - -
to the Baptisiry is to he ba found Ll bk
on the ground floor of the op-
posite tower. Tis purpose can no
longer be determined, i —foe
Proceeding roward che sancoouary,
we come upon ancther door o
the left which leads auweside
roward the mortuary chapel. To
the right, a mawching dooreay is
painted on the wall; chis amus-
ing device o secure formal hal-
anee was empploved cheee times in
the building, M}




The Main Aloer

The apse, or sancouary, enclosed by a low communion railing
of mesquite, shelers the muin alear, On eicher side of che
saneruary gace is che Fanasoc fgore of o ceouched lion. These
i, curiis bewsts, bearing only a weken resemblance o nature,
w have cars sed high on the forchend; moresover, the lion on
'h‘lll the righe side |'|135_ human bands mscead of paws. Unigue ns
statves are che lite-size angels suspended from che pilasiercs
flanking the sancrunry. Heavy canvas dipped in paint was
used e form theie Aowing deaperies, and legend cells us
that the twin davghrers of the artist served as Dis models §5
The retable, or highly ornamental backing set up behind
the alear, is huilo entirely of burned brick covered wich a
profusion of gilded and painted embellishments in plaster.
The whole composition is divided inte rwe ters supporoed
by cight fanciful columns Chureigueresque in sovle. Sur-
mopunging the cerable is the bust of God ehe Father, Semaller
busts see in medallions represenc Adam and Eve. Below these
in the central niche is che figure of the Immaculate Concep-
tion, with the statue of St Peter on her righe and thae of St
Paul o her lefe. Continuing arcund che sides of the church,
the statues of the other apostles are placed in niches cot into
the pilasters, To cheir number was added Sz Ignating Loyela,
the founder of the Jesuit Order. The vacant giche behind che
pulpic was left for Judas, the touior. £ L R R, R
Sumpruously clothed in rich robes of satin amd velvet, che
statue of 56 Francis Xavier gocypics the place of honor di-
rectly above the alear table. Spcscne = R ST T
Time has long since subdued the dazeling colors of the recble
and mused the gile w a mellow greenish sienna. Scill, this
symphony of rivtous arabesgues and color superbly dominares
all clse and establishes a focal poine of fortissime intensity.
Ies very position contribures to the breath-taking effect, veiled
as it 15 in the shadow of mystery behind a curmin of golden
light chat Falls feoun che stac windows et high above in the
drum of the dome. This reable is the hest of s soyle and ey pe
of construciion north of the Mexican border, 225 -afe—v—-
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Chapel of the Suffering Savior

. In the chapel o your lefr, as you face the sancruary, there
©oare ewo alars, The one facing the crossing, cthough simalar
i style o the main alear, shows a geeater amount of feescoed
rather than embossed decorarion. It is dedicared o the Suf-

&3



fering Savior, easily recognized by the resplendent crimson
of His robe. The statce in the niche above 15 thae of S0
Francis of Assisi, the founder of the Franciecan Oreder. This
image best exemplifies the characteristics of the larger stmues,
imporred from Spain or Mexico, which were carved of hard
wood, covercd with gesso worked o the smoothness af
enamel, nnd finally, gold-leafed and polychromed for a pre
ciousness and brilliance of cloorn el st ge s
Hovering abour the niches, several Little Indian cherals of
deep copper hue were placed higher than the white cherubs
perched in the cormers below. Was this touch suggesied
Ly the padre for the consolacion of the Indians so ofen
provoked by the soldiers and colonises 7 Inoany event, i
preaches a visnal sermon on the cqualiy of meriz in the
Fingdom (o Come, [t empe - yi-alm, 5 =T o, 30y g
Below, in o sepulcher i a reclining figuee clad in priestly
vestments representing the incorrupt body of 5t Francis
Kavier as it reposes today in the church of the Bom Jesus, ac
Goa in the Indies, The image, an original from Tumacacori
Mission, has converted this chapel inoea shrine of pilgrimage.
The aumber of pilgrims increased considecably during the
recent religious persecucions below the Border, as it became
difficelr g visie che church in Magdalena, Sonora, where a
similar image has long avrraceed wide veneration. The silver
and gold vorive offerings fastened to che vestments are tokens
of gratitude for cures ohtained hy a fervent legion of sup-
plinnes. The few remaining Sobaipuris living near che Mission
s0me Cwenty vears ago maintained chat the original reclining
starug ar Magdalena was carved at the request of Facher Kino
and was intended for San Xavier del Boac, feimstrter gum
The alrar 1o the right is dedicared to 5t Joseph. Above, the
figure of St, Dominic was placed close o thar of St Francis,
an acknowledgement of the fricndship between the two
Saints and the Orders which they founded.

Our Lady of the Pillar, nn apparition of the Blessed Mother
ar Sarngossn, Spain, is frescoed on the opposite wall above
the confessional screcn. s sk degtoiicT Fmaettio, - 8
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The altar ar the opposite end of the cransepr, facing thar of
the Suffering Savior, is dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows.




For many vears the statue of Our Ludy wore o wedding gown
which had been domaced by o grief-scricken Papago maiden
whose Flance had been killed shordy betore the dare ser for
her wedding, el g 2 £ e, 61—
L}-:_'.minill:in;_. che wall above, there appears a ceuciform frame
of unuvsually hne workmanship, The beveled sides of the
frame eadiate ribbed undulations suggestive of the s tllop
shell so much in evidence throughout the chiurch., This in-
cised flucing merges o an inricate arabesque border af
flowers. Deeply embedded in chis frame, as in a refulgent
burst of rays, is 4 wonden cross on which only the left arm
remains of che mage of the crucified Cheise &8 —n
Witk hue a few exceptions, sanes of the Francisean Order
are cnshrined in the many miches and medallhons of |||~\.
and rhe -:1pp|1~:|'{' |:_|1.-|J1|:'I T e s T g o o L S
The aliar to the lefe 15 dedicaced o the Immaculare Concep-
tion. O cthe opposite wall the fresce porcrays the Blessed
Mother under her title, Chueen of the
Hely Raosary.

In front of the double pilasiers ag
the corner of this chapel soands
the original hamd-carved pulpic in
natural wood, similar in soyle,
chough vascly simpler in design zmd
embellishmene, to many cha are
he found i the hacogue -'.|:|.l.||.‘l.|'|l.*~
of Europe.

The Decoricioans

The frescoes (none of which were
done on wet plaster sulleeed most
in che thirey odd years during which
the church was victuzlly abandoned.
The majority are budly faded, amd
many have become moroled and
Aaked te such a degree as w be al
mist bevond recognition. Yer even
in their present condition. they




remain amoeng the bhest preseryved frescocs of therr kind in all
the Missions, As o group, they are characrerized by an uneven
quality which would indicace thar some are the work of a
trered hand while others are obviously the Faliering ascys
of apprencices. Generally speaking, the grearer number of
Freseoes in che body of the chureh cepict soenes From che Tife
of Dur Loed and His Blessed Mocher., These, in parccicular,
show a surencss of composition, modelling, and a sease of
color often lacking in the rnrhr_-rg.ﬂ]-ﬁ*-ﬂ{;];“@_}fﬁﬁ:j
The dadoes, or Frescoed horders ocoupying the lower part
of the walls, bave almost disappeared. Ineeestingly enough,
the thres dimensional block design is o be found on one of
the buildings in Pompen, che Boman ciey -:]l.-'-ln:-:.'ve'-:t i 79
AR by an eroption of Yesuvius, This dewail maghe andicate
thar the designer was conversant with the celebrared treatise
fdiscovered in che Afeench contury ) of Yicruvies, BEoman
architecs and engineer during the reign of Augusios, —ed
The all-over parrern in blue o be seen on the pilasters lends
a rare touch of primivive charm in oo way ar adds with the
more sophisticated  decoration all around. The supposed
mechod of applving the patern was simplicity icself — the
Indians dipped their chumbs in che vegemble |_|'.{= and pressed
them on che |::-'..th|: A further desal, nng l.mtllll:l.l.|'.-l1. sl
Indian inspiration amd design, 15 che diamond-back ratcle-
sk moif thar writhes around che niches adding 3 decided
dash of regional color, —%*\“f_tu‘-';!"_{ﬁfﬂ_-ﬁ_ﬂ
Srarning imumediarely above the aech supportng e choe
lafr, the Frangiscan tricze, che deminant featre of moulded
decoration, can be traced along the walls theonghoue che
building. The motil consists of the kootoed Franciscan cord
showrn in yellowr; below chis, the hem of the garment falls
ifl pttterne wl Folds of burne orange. Suspended from the hem
is a timy bell and pomegranace 0 aliecaace succession. The
ends of the cord fall on either side of the statue of 30 Francis
Havier on che main alor, mmh-:__ﬁ—‘-ﬁ.{.‘:
The delicarely wrought shell windows of San Xavier are
particularly caprivating. They are in the only wnadorned
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sucface high i the walls of the nave, YWich fine arcisvic and
archirecoural  intuition the master  builder  undonkeedly
realized char the ever shifting design of light-and-shade,
caught up in theic furcowed hollows, was beaury thar should
stand withour added enrichment.

The seallop shell motf, more frequently used chan any other
single detanl in the decorncive scheme, is the emblem of S5,
James the Greater, national pateon of Spaan. Because of the
ancicnt radiion thar the bady of the Aposce was miraco-
Lously transporsed f_.-:':mpa:':'\.l::_-: 1, it became one of the maose
celebdated shrines of jrilgean e in che world during cthe
Middle Ages. Pilgrims rerurning [rom Compostela often
carcied back sonllop shells as proot thar chey had Fulfilled
their vow. As a resule, the scallop shell breame the special
cmblem of the pilgrimage in honor of 50 James ald, graduoal-
Iy, the symbol of pilgrimage in general. e - E Pl T e
Mot o be overlooked 15 the charming and imaginacive crear
mene of the three oval vaulos spanning the nave: exch simue
lates o canopy., Radisting from the center, severely pleared
folds are conhned by an encircling rope a foor or more abowve

the edge of the pufl led valance. e
M The Old Cemerery

The old cemetery nocupies r|'u; enclosed area o che west of
the church. The ooly momumente for the many onmarcked
graves is the morwary chapel where the deceased reposed
until ehe requiem service, The :

chapel is vaulred with o dome
and s further enhanced by a
lantern and 2 small storied
pable pierced lor three hells.
The marble slab ser in che Aoor
in Feomnt of the aline marks the
place where the two padres,
ingumbents ar San Xavier due-
ing the years of construction,
ficcingly rest in the shadow of
the beavey thar blossomed




under their hands. The Lacin insceiption reads:
“Here rese from thedr labors rwo renowed missionaries
wha depareed chis life in the midst of an acduous
and very suceessful carcer in chis [ LETATY
Reverend Father Baloear Carrille, ©LF, M,
Oicralser G, 1745
Beverend Father Moccisa Gueierres, O F_ M.
Dracomber X1, 1821
Their besdics, transferred from the old
Framciscin Mission ac '[".;:r|;|n;';|||:.r:'~ Arisom.
were imterred in chis Massion of
San Frangcisoo Xavice
Felwuary 21, 1935

K




—

WWEQ@;\E Link with the Past

Mision Zan Xavier del Bac is no mere symbel of a geeat
ibeal long since ushered oue by the passing vears and che
fevered onrush of all we call modern. Upon their ceturn
nearly fory vears ago, the Franciscan Fathers made the Mis-
sion the starting poine from which o continee the work of
their predecessors. The Padrees of soday can point with saes
Faction to che results achieved among the Papago Iondians,
kinsfolk of che Sobaipuris for whoem the Missicn was founded,
[n wddivion o n school for Papage children associaced wich
the Mission, and a church amd school for the Indians in
Tuesom, there is a vast territory of the desert o the west,
almaose o bundred square miles in area, where a st of ning
Feanciscan Fathers and fifeeen Franciacan Sisiers minasiars 10
the needs of more than hve thousand Papagos. Theee are oy
six churches and chapels in thireen discrices {pueblos), and
six day-schools ateended by nencly five hundred popils, ';Fl-a
Each school and every churech is a milestone along the comd
of conguest envisioned by Kino, Garces, and all che rest of
that heroic band — the mighoy conguest of che pagan spirir,
b one oo be eflected, then as now, by means wholly peaceful.
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The huilder of San Xavier
added a grace note of humor o
the superh design of the Facade,
Clinging to the inner curves of
the lower voluces are a car and
maouse, Across the hrendth of the
gable they glare ar one another
with relentless suspicion. May
they long comtinue to do so, for
the Indians of 53an XNavier sy,
"W hen cat carches moose, end of

world will come”
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