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EXTRACTS FROM THE HISTORY
TR e R

JOSEPH SMITH

L. Owing to the meny reporte whish have been putin cix
eulation by evil-disposed and  desipning; persons, in relation o
the rise and progress of the Church of Fesus Chelst of Latter-day
Baints, all of which have hoon dealpned by Eho nuthora thereol o
militnte apainst ite chardcler as o Church and its/'Pragress in the
wirld—T have been induced: o write this bistacy, Bo disabusa
the public mind, and put all inguirers after truth'in posseasion of
the Tncts, 58 they have transpired, in relation bofh to myself nnd
o the Chisreh; so e as T have such faets I my possession,

& In thig hiatory, I shall prosent the varicis eventa io re-
lation to this Church; in imth and rightecusness; == they have
tranepined | ar ns they st présent exist,. being-now the eiphth
year since the oezanization of the said Chupel,

"8 Lwas born o the year of our Lord ene thonsand sight
hundred ‘@nd five, on the tweniy-thicd day of ‘Trecomber, {n the
town of Bharen, Windsar eounty, State of Vermont: | My father,
Jeaeph Smith, Senior, left the State of Vecmaont and moved to
Palmyro, Ontaric (how Wayne) county, in' fhe State of New
Yark, when I was in my tenth rear, of theseabonds,  In nhoask
Tour wears after my father's arrival In' Palmyra, be moved with
his family inte Manchester, in the same county of Outacia,

4o His fammily - consisted ol eleven  sools, nimelr—my
Tatker, Toapph Smith; my mother, Loey Smith whoas name,
previeus to her wartiage, was Mack, davghter of Bolaman Mk );
my brothers, Alvin: {who died November 10k, 1824, in the 2Tth
seat 0f his agel, Hyruom, peyeedl, Samazel Harrion, Willam, Dan
Carlos; and iy sbiers, Sophronia, Catherine, and Tuaor,

M8 Seme time incthe pecond  vear piter ouriremoval to
Manchester, ‘there was in the pluee where we lived an tousunl
exciterent ob the subjert of religion. It commencod with ik
Metliodists, but sopn became general nmong nll the seets in that
vegion of countre. Indéed, the whole district of sou ity seomed
affected by it, and great multitudes united themzelves to the
dliferent roligions. parties, which crented no zmall stic and’ divic
sion amcngst the people, some erying, ‘Lo here!” and ofhara,
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Lo, therel’ . Home wene contending: for the  Methodist falth,
gome for the Preabyberian, and some o tho Baptist.

g Par notwithetanding the great Fove which the converts
to these différant Faiths cxpressed at the time of their conver
glon, and the greal zest mipnifested b the respective clergy,
whis wers aetive in gotteg up and promoting this extruordinary
geane of religtous Teeling, in’order to have crervbody converted,
ax they were plansed to eall it Tk them join what soct they plegsed
wearat when the converts began To file off some To, one prriy and
gobne to snothor, L was been thict the seemingly good feelings af
both the priests and the converts wino mon: precended than peal;
for & seenie of great comfusion and bad fesling ensued; priest con-
bending 4painet priest, and comvert agaltat convert; so that! sl
their, good feelingd one for another, if they ever lad any, were
ahibively Toat in i strifé of words nnd a contest rboul cpinions.

s et this e in Ty Afteenth vear. | My fathers
famiily was, proselyted to the Freshyterian faith; and fouraf-thex
joined that ‘chureh, namely—my mather, Liges; my brothers Tiy-
T End | Sarwwel Harrisen; and: my sister Sophronia,

Wy Tiring this time of grenl exeitement, my nidnd whs all-
ed up te seriona Tedection and grent wnenklneas: bt bhough my
feclinge were desp and often palghant, still 1 kept royEeil alood
frath. all thess parties, though I attended their seeral meetings
na often as dechEion would permit, In procesa of time my mind
Becatie somewhat partial to the Methodist sect, and L felt some
dusive to’ be anited with them: but so great were the sonfusion
and zirile among 'the diferent denominations, that it s im-
peaalble for o person young s T was, ‘and so unnequainted with
mven and things, to come be 2Ry cortwin conclusion who was right
apd who a5 wrong.

g Wy mind ek thnes waa preatly exeited, the eryand
tumult were so great and ineezuant. The Preshyterians wese ok
declded ‘apainst the Baptists wnd. Methodists, wnd wsad nll the
powers of either Temson ot sophistry to prove Eheir errors, or,
at least, to mike the people thlnd theyr weoe bi error. o the
other hand; the Baptsts and Methodista in thely turn: woTe
aquelly seabons in endenvaring to cabnhlish their own tenets and
dlaprove g1l others.

w10 Tn the midet of this w=ar of wordz and tumult of opin-
jonis, T often =abl to myself, What iz to be done?  Who of oll thess
partles are right; or, ara they pll wrobg topethert I any one of
tham be right, which {n it, and how shall 1 know it?
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11, While T was: laboring under the extzome ‘diilisnlties
eatised by Cle gontests of these parthes of religioniats, T was ong
day reading the Eplstle of James, first chepter and fth veras,
whileh roadss If any of pox fock: udadon, Tob ki mst of Gody that
Fireth do all wew Hherolly, awd fpbraideth woly and i slell b gl
i 8

18 Wewar did- gy passage of 2evipture come: with mare
power to the heart of man than this'did.at this {me to miwe. It
sepred todenber with great force inte'every fesling af my heart.
T refoctod on it agein and apein, knowlng that if any peraon
needed wisdem from Ged, T did; for how 1o meb T did sot-know,
ard unless T oconld pet more wisdom than L then bad, T yeoubd
aover know: far the tegchers of religion ‘el the different: sectd
wnderstond the same passapes of geriptureso differently as ta
destroy all eonfidence in sottling the question by an appeal to
tha  Eible

i At lenzth T came £o the conclugion that I 'mist either
remain in dafloiees and ‘confvsion, or else @ muest 4o #e James
directs; that iz, nale of Ged | 2 a6 lengih came to the detertmination
to famk ool God,” conchiging that i Jve pave wisdem to them that
Incked  wisdom, and woeald give Hberndby and ‘not upbeaid,| I
might venture:

W10 Ba) in aceondanes with this, my:determination: to ask
of Gond, T retired ‘bolthe woods to nialie the nthempt. AL was on
the rreorpiing of 3 bepatiful, elear day, sarly inthe spring of rightoon
hundred and twenty, It was the first time io my Ule that T had
made’ gaeh sn nttempt, for amidst &ll-my: anxieties [ had never
ms el made the attempt to-pruy vacally:

5 A ke T had recired to the ploee where I had previoualy
dealgried to go, having looked aronnd me, and finding mys=et
glape, I koseled down and begnn to offer up: the desires of ‘my
heart to God, T heit dearecly done oy when immediately I was
selzid upon by some power which entirely overcame ma, snd hed
gach an nabankding Indnemes cver ma ws bobitd nay tongwe: &0
that Tepuld not spente. Thick darkmess pachered grodnd me, and
it spemed te tae for & Hme asoib T wese docmed toc sadden” mes
struackion,

“16. But, exerting all my powers) to call upan- God o des
fiver me ant of the power of this enemy which had z=ized upon
wve; and at the ey moment when I wns ready to slnk ibto de-
spale ‘ard; sbandon my=elf o destruction—not to)an imaginury
rifn; but o the power’ of - some actioal belng from the unsesn
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world,  wWha (hod ol mprveloue L pewar s ¥ had | et | bafore
felt innny beings Jjust at this moment of reat alapm, 1 saw R
pillurof light exacthy aver hesd, ikove tho hrighthess o the
winy which desconded praduallby Wil it Pl ipoi .

e b no sopner appeared Ehun L foend piyaekf deliverdd
frara the enemi whith held me Bownd. | When: the light rested
o e L e b petonages, whose Brightness anil gloryr defy
il dessrintion, standing ahowe e i the air, . Do of them spake
ntel ae ealling me by name, and eaid, printing to the other—
Tietpnl iy beloend - Sen, heaz  Him!

T8 M abjeet Tn) going o prouive of. Blie Tard was tekonow
which-of all the spets/as piphits ehat Tnight Koo whial to jotn.
Biodaconer, therelaps, did Tget pamesaion of myself; so as-to T
Al Lo speak, Ehasi T askod the fersonages who stood above me (o
che lipht, which ol pllthe secis wis thphtLoand which T should join.

Seyn T s anawered - that T omust lein none of them, foz
thmy wern a1l wrong; and the personage who addrosed ma s2id
thent a1 thelr eroeds were an ahamination in his glehbs that thoss
profesgors’ wene all - cormipt;. that they draw maor te me - with
thnir Jips, bt their hearts are fac from me: thew ) pench for: dace
beliiea the eomumandments of men, having: & form of gedlines,
buak ey deti thie power thereal

o3 e again fosbade me b joln with any of [ ther and
sminyothor Akings did He say unto me, which T canmnot wribe at
this beee When Toeame to myz=ell agzin, 1 Yo mowsall dying
an oy bek ] looking up: kot beaven.

A1 e fer daa nfter D had this visien, 1 happened to
be ineompaty’ with one of (the Methodist preachers, who wes
vary fetive in the heforetientioned | relizions exeitemsents and,
ermreratig With him o the salbject of religlon, I tpak ook
popive hir an aseount ol the vinion whish: I-had hedio L was
greatly sorprised at his behavion e treated Ty catimunication
nad only lightle, ot with great eonbemng, saying it wxs all af
the dovil, that there wéns ho such thiogs as wvisions or revels-
Fians 0 thae davet thak (el moch things had peused with the
Apostles] and that theve would never b e mete o ther.

Wt U e found, however, thal mye tetling tho stooy had
crotbod a preat deal of prejudice pEainsb me smong professors ol
religion fanil s - the cause ol great persrcation, whicl con-
Hired to inereasas and though [ was nnebagare bay, oy between
Fonrbser me fifteen years of g, and my, ciroumatances in life
ditok e tatmake o by of o conscnuence in the weorld, et men of
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high standing wenld take metice sufficient toexeite e poblie
nind agalngt me, and erealea bitter peseention; and this wes coms-
ran pmong all the sectg-—pll united to persecabe mn,

fEs o I eavaad . me serfons rofedtion then, apd: offen s
=R, oW ey sEringe it s thnt g absmme beaw, of g lictie
over Tonrteen wears of &pe, pncl Do, oo, whed wras doemed o
the nepessity of obldiniag o seanty mainteninee by his doily
Izber, should be thought o character. of safficiont importance to
attract the attention of the preat oncs of ‘the most popalar mects
uf the doy, and ina manner o ereate in Ehem o spirit of the most
bitber perpecution and reviling,  Dut stranps or nog an it was,
and BL owas olten the caude of goeat sercew Lo foysslf.

U However, it wns nevertheless a fack that T had beheld
A vigion T have glroughe sinee, that I felt mmch like Paul, when
he maiele: his defense befare - King Avrippe, ond peloted  the we-
coant of the vigion he had when: ke 2aw 5 light and heacd 8 voioe;
ailll there wera but few who belisved him; zore sakd e was dis-
hanest, pthers szid e wes mad; 2nd be s redieaded wnad eri|-::rI._
Eut all this did not desteoy the realicy of his yision, He had
sepn o wislan, he koew heohad, and all - the perssention: under
hepven could mok make it otherwize; goid though they should pes-
gectibe hinn wnto death, yet fe koew, aud wouldl Enow to his latest
breath, Ehnt Be bl both seen o Bgbl and heand o vedee speaklng
unto kim, snd il the werld sould not moke bim' think or believe
oflisrwlse.

Y25 8ot was with me. ST hod getuzlly sesn o light, nnad in
the midac of that Light -Tieaw fwo personages-and they did in
vealiby gpeak to mees and thawgh 1 was hated dand persscuted  [or
saying that T had seon) & vision, yec it seas true; and while, thoy
webe: persecuting. me, reviling me, and apeaking all manber, of
eyil pgzinst me Tally for socsaying, Twas led boosay Inomy hearl:
Why pepzacnte me for talling the sruth? . I bave gctually seem' s
viglon, and who am [ihat Uean withatand God,of why does tlhe
world think to malkeme deny what I hayve aetaally seen? . For 1
had gean & Vigion; L khew it and I Knew' that God keew it amd
I emnslel not deny it nefclier dared L da [ at least T knew that Ly
s doing [ would offend God, and come under condemnation.

H2e I had mow gob oy mind  patiafied 2o far. as the sec-
tarlan workd wes eoneernsd; ) that b was oty dudy Lhljoln
with any of them; but to Gntinue 78 T was until further direeted:
L'had Toxned the peatlivonyr of Jasrees to be trae; that a man who



] JOERFPH SMITHS OWN ATORY

Incked wisdam might ask ol God, and  obtsing and nob be up-
braided. ]

SE T T eaEtinned fo parsae myn sommen, | wocationss in . Jife
kil the  bventyefest ol Beptembery) ang | thoisand - eight huin-
dred and twentyithres, nllthe thme sufléring eevers perseoution
at the hande 'of 4l elasses ol men; bobh’ religioos and Treelipiows,
beeau=e T eontineed to allizoh Ekat T-Wad asen a vision.

A TR thecepres of time whieh intervened between the
B T haed t e wislon and the vear sdphtoen hondred wnd bibentie-
three—Taving been forbadden Lo jein sy ol the melipiogs sects
of (the slay,and being of very tender wears, and persecited by
those who qought/to have been my friends and to knve treated me
Llndle; and 3 they suppesed me bo, e deleded to have endegvored
inla’ praper and affectionate manner o have réclalmed ime—
Tiwas Teft 1o 2l kinds of templatlons: and, mingling with nll kinds
of moelety, I {requenthy a1l inko meny foolkde eprors, and dizpied
the weaknpss of ‘vauth, ard the foibles of humnm netare; whish,
T am aorry to sna, led e inbo divers tezptations, offensive in
Phid mghit o Goed.

ooy Tnoeonsequence of thess things, T often felb copdemnied
Tor vy weakneas and Imperfeetions: when, o the evening of
the ahove mentbaned twenty-firat of September, wfter 17 had re-
tiped: to' oo bed Tor dhe pight, I betosk mweel to'prager ond
supplication: to-Almiphts God for forgiveness of all my sing and
follios, and alio Tor o mastfestation o me, that Fmight Zmow of
my state and standing boefose him; Tor L had dull: confidenes in
obtainlig @ divine manifeztntion, as I previously had sne.

S0 Whilg T oweas Blous b the act of calling upon God | T dis=
covered & light appenasing in my room, which continuwed toinereass
unthl the roain was lphter’ than ot noon gy, when imrmedlately
& personape eppenred ot oy bedslde; standing in’the air, for his
feat did  nok toweh the focr,

MALS He had 'ona lasge robe of mosk cxguisite whibenes,
Tt was ® whiteness boyvond anythivg earthly I had ever:ssen;
nor do I befleve' that any earthly thipg eowld, be made: to Appear
s egeeedingly white and brilliant, 7 His hands were nzked, nnd
hig arma alea; & little nhove the wriste;ao, alo, were hia fest
raked, dawore his bege) a lictle above the 2nkles! | His hisd and
ntch were alan bure. T eaold disesver that he had no other clothing
on bk chis‘pobe, ab it was open, 5o that I eould see iHeo iz hosowm.

SR Mat only was his! robe exeedingly white, bt iy
whole person was “glorjpus “beyond Cdestription;’ and. his: conn-
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tennnee’ tmuly dike lightning. - The room was extremely 1ty
Uk not = very bright as impbediately around his person;  NWhen
i fizst Tonkesl upon him [ weas afeabd; but the fear aoon left me.

92,0 He ealled me by name, il srid. enes me thot ha woes o
mpsenger senk from the presenes of God to me, and that his
Tame wae Maoronip that God bl & work for me to do; aod that
v haine zhould  be o had Ter good and evit among ail nations,
kindreds, mod tengies; of Chat it should' be bath good “and el
apoken of amaong all people,

L He sadd there was & bools depozited, sritten upon gold
plates, Eiving 2o neepant of the former inhabitanbs of this sop-
tinént, and the seurce from  whenee they sprang. . He alao sabd
thzk Bhe fullnes of ke everlasting Goepel was pontaised fn- it
a5 delivered by the Snvior to the zneient inhabitans;

a6 Alse, that there were tog stooves in; silver bowa—and
these sbanes, fastened to o breastplate, constituted what iz called
thi Urirn and  Thammim—depnsited with the plates; gnd the
peesession mid uee of theege gtones wers what constituted Yaesdrs'"
in meient oc fermer times; mod that God hnd. preparsd Ghem Tor
the purpese of translatiog the boal,

“ahATler telling me these things, he commencsd qieting
the prophecies of the Obd Tesinment, e fest quoted’ part of
cle thind clapter of Malachi; and he guoted alec the fodrth o
Lnst ehagrler of the sasne propheey, thiugh with nlictle verintion
frony the weay it reads in our Bibles, | Instead of fquoting the first
yirms a5 BE peadeine owr booka, he 'quoted e thas:

AT For toholdfhe chiry | gt tivat sball fure es an oper,
aid wlb e promd, pea, mwd ol thel deariekodlyy aball burn mz sinbbie;
Juer ey Tt conve shiell b thewe, Gaild the Lord of ) Froshs; (a1
aleafl bedze Thent nedler: roof, for fednet,

48, 0 And again,: he gquoted the fifth verse tlous: Sehold, £
will revead aadeo yos el Fricatheed, by dhe bonel of ETijak fhe propks
ofy baflore the coweing af the premd aed drecd il dan af the Lord,

890 He ales quoted  the: next vesss dtilecentdy ! A fe
sl | pldmt | 31 Fhe erards o dhe . ohildren - (o nromeises edes to - fine
Jathera, - awd e Rearks of the elildren afiall Byra To their folliers;
A6 aserd o any Thewhole sarll Ceosld Deulteriy woasted ol fis
eoReing.

0, T adedition to thees e gquoted tle aleventh chaples of
lsabnd, saying that ibowos ahoot to be folflled. | Tle quaoted 'alsn
the, third  chaptor of Acts,  twing-second, and | twenty-thind
versee, preclely as they atand ln oee Now Testement. [ He anid
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that that prophet was Cheists bug the dast hod Boboer coms when
thesr whao would ot hear his vares shauld  be:cat off from =mong
the people, ok seon v ol d- s,

Sl Hie aluorgiteted e weadnd | ehapler of Jocl; fvton the
tewentr-gighth worse od the lask, | He also: =il that this was not
aet fulfilledds buk svas =don to:belCARd he Turther stated | that the
folines: of the Genkiles wns spon by come o) He gueeted ‘mony
ather ! pRssagea. of acriptirea, and | offered ' many  sxplanations
whicly canbot ke peitboned e

YEE L Again, chesbald  me” that when T pot thase plates af
which he had spaken—dor the' tine that they should be ohtained
wis ik ved falfilledl—-I" should not shaw tham B any peerson;
neither thae' breastplate with the Urim and Thamenim; only o
tlioee to o whom I ahould becommanded to show' Chém il 1 did
D'should b destrogred. CWhile hir was corvemiing with me: abot
the pldtes, $he wiaion was opened toomy mind that L could se
che plaes wihens the plales wore déposited; and that se clearly and
aistinctly that T know the plice again when Tvisited it

s Aler this comunication, ©eaw the light in the rosm
beegin o gther imemediztely nround the person of him whe hiad
beet speaking to mesand §6 continged toodo 8o, undil the ream
was again delt darck, exeopl just wrowrdd ko, when Destantly 1
=awn, e It were, neonduit open sight up inte kenven, and. ke ass
cenaded Ll he endirely dizsppearad, pnd the poomy waa’ et s it
had Bsmn Before this kinvenly lizht had made its appearanes.

T ey muging on the singularity of the seenn; ond mer-
yveling preatly at! what had bees told to e by this extraordinacy
mipsmenger; when, inthe midst ol oy meditation, 1 suddenly
dizcovered that v reom was apain bepinning o get lighted, and
o Anldnztant ) as ik were the sie - heayvenly ruesseiper was again
hy iy bodsida,

4 He posimencid,; wied agaln related the vers saame things
which: he brd done st his fretivisit withowet the beast varfation;
whick! having done, hednfornied nee of jreat judgments which
ware poming upen the earth) with grear desaladions by famine;
sword; and pestilence; and-thet thess ﬂrin\f\;us judgments weoald
come on thesarth in this pereeation,  Having relatod these things,
b iz ain wseenaded an bo bid dene hefans,

40 Dy thia e, 20 deep wore the impromsbons made: ot
ey weind ; that sleep: had fed from my eved, and T lay orerwhelms
i in - nstanishiment ot what [ hed “both seén and beard:  But
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whak was oy serprise when again U bebeld: the pome messengee
nt iy bedehie, and. hogrd him rehease or repeat over AraliL o
e the anme things as befare; and added 3 cantion to me, telling
rive tlhiat Satan would trytedtempl me (in eonzequence of the in-
digent wirewmstances ol my Tathers Inmily 1 ta get -the plates
for the purpoede of getting riok! - Thia be forbade me, saving that
I musk bave noother ohjgck in vidw in petting the plates but to
glorify f3od, erd mudt pet b infheaneed by any other motive than
ikat of building His' kingdom; etherwiza Teoild not pet them.
Lertomgg oy Pear thig third wigit, helnguinsesended - Inte beaven
13 before, 2nd 1 way again left oo ponder on’ the strepgenee of
what ‘I had just sxperencied; when almast’ imonediately’ after
thie heavenly messenger had asconded From me forthe thicd thine,
the' eok erowedd, nnd 1 found that day' was approgching, so that
carr Eebey views mnst have perupicd the whole of that night.
SR T shartly after arcae from iy bed, 2o, ms el went
14 the necsasary Iabors of the days; bt inattempting o work na
at ither: e T fownd oy strength soc exhusted o fo” remder
m entirely unnble . My father, who was Inboring along with me;,
disgeovered something to be wrong with foe) and teld e co go
ks L starked with Sl intention of - potng oo the Bouee,- ot
in atbempting tod eross the fence 'out of the Geld where 'we wern,
oy Etrenpth entively: Failed nes wodd 1 lell helpless oot prowsd;
nmd for o time s Guite gneonsgions of ‘anything.
49, The first thing that L ean peeolledt waa' & voics apeak-

{ne unto me; calling me bo name, LT beolied uwp, and eehbeld e
same’ messenger standling over me head, surrounded Chae light
az before,  He then pgnin reloted ante me all thar ke had Tolated
b b The previous night, and commanded me g go Lo’ my Tather
and bl hims ‘of  thewislod and eommandmentz which T'had To=

cedvads
3 50, I obeved ' Tiretrmed  to mor fatherin the finld, and n=
henrssd the whole inatber’ to - Klm. ~ He replied To me that it was
af God, and told me te ge and do’ 25 eommanded by ihe! b
senger. Dledt the field] and went to the plase where the messengec
Lad todd me the plotes wene depoalted; and vwing to the, digtinck-
rieks ol the vizion which T had had coneerning it T ki the plioee
the instant that I arrived thepa;

SRl Comwenient to the willage of - hlanchester,  Outazio

connly, ‘Mew York, abande - hill'of Considerabie sz and thi
maat phevated of wny i the pefphborhond.  On the weat side of
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this hill, not far froen the top, under & stone of considerable siz,
bay the plates, deposited in o store bar. This elobe wis thick and
rounding i the middieon the upper side) and. thinrer towards
the edges) 5o that the ‘middle part of it s visible abeve the
ground; ot ke edpe plliaroutd was coverad with carth,

SBRL Hnving remsoved the enrch, T eldnined a levar, which I
gob fxed under the edgpe of the store, and witl & etle: cxortion
raieed it 0. I looked in, and there indeed did | hehald the plates,
the Lrdm =pd Thumnedm, 2nd the breastplate, as stated by the
messimger. | The box in | which: they Iny wae formed by Taving
atonen tagether insome Kind af eorent. In the hottomof the
b were Inid two stanes eroesways of the bioe, aid on Lheso sEones
Lay the plates and the other things with thent.

EEE D made an atternpe to take Lhem aue, but was Tarbid
den by the’ mesenger, and- was apain informed that the time for
bringing them facth bad not vet nreived, neither woold ity umnth
Touriyears from that tlme; bt T told me $hot T abiould came ta
that place precisely in o year from that time; and thit e weul
there meel with me, and that I should continue ta do.so undl)
the tima shovld coune for ohtaining the plates,

"bbi - Avcordingly, as 1 had been compancded, T wond ot she
eruid abench year, and at ench time. [ found the spma THiGEnEET
thore, and recelved instruction and Intellipence Trom bim at anch
of -our inferviews, respecting what the Lovd was going to do; and
bewr snd in. what maneer His Ginpdom was to- be copduetad in
tha last days

EE A Ty Tathers worldly sircamstabees werpvery linited,
we ware under the neccssity 'of laborng with our: hands hiring
o -baday's wark -and otherwise, a8 we could sed oppaTtamit.
Bometimos)we were ab home, and somelimes shroad, and By
sontimyous labor were gnabled to et w eomiortable maintennnes,

“a6. . In the year 1524 my fnther's fandly mot with s great
affiction by the death of my eldest brather, Alvin. . In the manth
of Chetober, 1825, 1 hired: with an old pontlenian by the name of
Joziah Seoaly who lived In Chensnpo’ cotnly, stabe of MNew York.
He had heard something of & #lver mine having beei opened by
the Epantardsin Harmony, Susquehanns cownty, state of Fonngyl-
vaniz; and: hed, previous to my hirieg takim) Teen digplng; o
g der, il prasible, to discover the mine, " After T went ta live with
himn) he ook me, with the et of hin hads, todiy Toz the ailver
ming, st which-I eontinued to'work for neurly mimaonth, without
Puereas in ol undertaking, and frolly T prevailed with the old
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geatleman Lo eeuse dipging aleer it Henee arpse The very Prevad
lent story of Ty having, been o money-digger,

0T During the e that I was thos emploved, T wss put
o board: with' 5 M. Isaze -Hale, of that place) it was thesa I
fizat saw oy Wile! shig daoghter ], Emma Hale! On ke 136k of
Janoary, 1837, we ware married; while T was yot emploved in the
servics of Mr, Stoal,

S8 Ovwelng tos myeontinying to ‘assert that T hed seem m
vislan, prospention il followed 'me,and my wile's [ather's
Tamily were very much oppased to; pur being mareled. T was,
therefore, ‘under ibe neccssity: of taking ber -elsewhere: 5o we
went wnad were married st the; keasn of Souire Tarbill; in Sooth
Bainbeidge, . Chenango county, Hew  York. Immedintebr nfter
my macrage, T beft M. Stoal's, and -.-.-u.-nt toomyr Father's, and
Tazmied with hiin. that ssazan.

UE AR eopth bhe tima arrived for obtzining the plates,
the Urim nnd Thunimim, aned the Boenstplate, . On the teenty-
speond day ol Beptember, | ang thougand elplit. hundred and
twenly-seven; hiving pone &2 w2l ot the end: of. snother vear
toe the pince where thew shere deprsitod,’ the same hoavenly mos-
pehper, dellvired: them up to mel with  this charge: thet I shonld
b, bempansible for them) that if T shoold Iet them po carebesaly,
or: throwph any neglect af mine; 1 shiould e cutoffs bt that i
I would: use 2l my endenvars to) preserve them, until, he, the
messengar, shauld ezl for thierm; Ehey shiould: be protectad.

“alh I aosn Fewnd auk the reazon whe T hael reeeived sich
strlet eharges to koep themm sale, and why it 'wna that the mes-
semgor had ssid that when Ibed done what woa required at my
hand, ke would @il for them), - For nogooner was I8 known that
I 'had:them, than the nycet slrenucus exoTtions . were used to pel
them' Trom; nie, o Every steotngern that: conld be invented  wns
Tegoried to for bhat purpege, . The persesiilan boenmee mors bitter
and severg than belore, and mueltitudes were on the alert contin:
ually to'ger them fram me if pozsible.. But by the wisdom of (God,
they remaingd safe in my hande, until T had aecomplished by
them. what was tequlred 2t my hand. | When, accordlng to nr
rangenent, the messenger cplled for themy Ddelivered them up to
hiin; and ke hes thein in his charpe until this dag, being the seeod
day of May, one thoasand ‘sight hundred and thirtv-eight:

ML The gacitement; bowever, sl continued, and namoe
with her thoueand tongues was oll the time emploved in et
Iating Ialseboods  zbout ‘my father’z family, ard. abaut: mysalk,
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1T e Lo pelate oo thousandth part of - therw, 1t weoubd Gl ap
veliires - The  Terserution,  however, [ beeame. 5o insnterable
¢t T was upder the necessity of: leaving B anchestor, and going
with! my ! wife to Susguehanns county, in the State of Penneyl:
wamias Whike preparing to stare,—heing very pear, and the per-
semition, S0 Hesvy updn 18 thot there wis no grotmbiliby thak we
weinid ever be otherise,—in the midst of eur afliietions we fouitd
a friend 1n's gentleman by the name of Martin Hzrriz, who ‘cama
toiH mnd gave me ALty dollars to assist us an oul journey. Mr,
et wna . vesident 'of FPalmyrs townehip, Wayne county, ln
tha stiteof Mew York, and nfariner of respectability.

sign s B this timely aid was 1 enabled to reach the plase of
my degtination’ in: Pennaybvania; and {mrnediately after o ar-
rival there T commencsd copying the characters off the plates.
[ eapied i congiderable: mimber: al ther, and by menns of the
Tirii and. Thummim T trecslated some of “them, which L did
hetweon the time T arrived at the howse'of my wile's fatler, in
tha month of Desamber, and the February {ollowing:

gy Bometime in this stonth of Felruary, the aforemen
tiamed By, Martin Hareis come Lo/ oar pluee, got the chiractess
wehileh T had deawi off the plates, snd atarbed with them ta the
ity of Mew Yark. For what took place relacive to him and the
characters, [ vefar to his own necount of the elycumstanc, o8
b belated them to e after hisraturn, which was as follows:

w1 went oo the city of New York, and presented the
lisicnicters which hind been transinted. with the translation therceol,
{5 Professor. Oharles  Anthob, & gentleman coelebrated for bl
liternty | attainments. - Professor Anthen stated that the trans
labion wis sorreet; more 5o than any he had belore sen translated
Fromo the Bpyrption. I then skowed him Lhosa which wers not et
tranalated, ‘and T sald that! they wore | Egyption, Chaldsice,
ApsyTiac, nnd Arabie; aod: he anid ihey wope | trie characlera,
He gave me: n cirtifleate, certifving tal the people of Paimyra
that thew were true characters, and that thi Eranalation of muech
af theti ag bl been: translated was nlsa correct, 1 Tl the oo
tifipite ard put it into my peekel, and was just lenving the hoase,
when M7 Anthen enlbed me hnedk, and asked: e T the young
bty found out that ehore were gold platés in the place wheme he
fortnd them . I nnswered that an- aijed of G “hind: revealed 1t
unto: him:

WgE Fe thes aaid to me, 'Let me seethat eertlficate. L}
wonordingly took it out of my pocket and gave it o him, wlen ke
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toak it and tore 1t to pisces, aylag that thers was no such thing
new 58 minlstering of angels, and that i T waald Bring the plates
bochlie ke would transtate them. I iRfbrmed: hirn that part of
the plates weve sealed, and that [ e Torbidden te bring’ them,
ETe replied, 'L ennnot Tead 4 senled hoole 1 left him atd went o
Die. Mfitehelly who' sanetioned: what Profosor Antkon had aaid
reapecting both Ehe charnetsrs dnd the translatlan.

fBE. ) Onthe Bth day of April, 1829 Ofiver Cowdery eanme
L myr, honese, until which time I-had nover seen T, o stated
toome; that baving bean  texching sehosl i the neiphbosheod
where: myr Tnther pealded, nnd mw father being ot of 'thoase who
sent o the schoal, be went to board far a'seasan ut his house, snd
while - there the family velated toshin: fee Srouimatatees. of mF
having received the plates, and. accordingly he had eome to make
inQuities ol e

Y87 Two daye after the srrival of Mr. Cowdery (belng the
Tthoab April) I commenced to translate the Book of Morman
anid: e bepan: ba write fag e,

URE We Bt dontimeed the ‘worc of tranelation, when, in
the ensning month ' (May, TAEG, Ve on 5 cerlabh day went into
the woods to pray and Joguire 'of the Lowd respocting baptism for
Ehe remizsion of sins, that we foutd mentioned i the transdption
o the plates. | Whild we were thus emploved, praying and calllng
upon the Lard, & meesenger from-heaven deseonded in a Sowd of
lght; anid baving laid his hands Gpan ua, be ardained W, BAY-
Ing:

CEE U e god my feiloa serpotils; Ee e i ol Mensiah,
I comyer The. Pricatband of Adrow, wekisk Lolds The tepn lof fhe -
Taferirg of omgals, pnel o ke Crosrel ol repentinee aed ol bapliem
by Emnersion for the | remiseion of | siee ond (s ahall’ neser it
daken, again from ke earth, wdil the sons of Beei do offer ageis an
afferiig e e Lard bn- rinbtsonzness,

o0y Hedald ) this Asronic Priesthood had natb the nawer of
Iwying on| Hamds for the yife of the' Holy Ghast, but that this
shoild he conferied ‘onus hereafter: and ke commanded v bo Zn
and ‘be baptized, ard gave us directions that 1 shaald haptize
iver Cowslery, nnd that afterwards lie shaild kaptiza 1ne,

PTdAecordingly, wo went and were haptized. 1 baptized
b firat, aid alterwards he bapdized  me—alter which T laid
my hands upan bz head und prdained him b4 the Aaronie Pelests
hoad, and afterwards be liid his bands on me snd ordained me to
the same priesthond—for su wa wore comrnanded.
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dma e pessenper who: wlaltard s oo this aoeasion; and
comforred this Trleethood, wpon iz, Eaid that Hig name veak Tohn,
(b aame tiat is called Jobn the Baptist in the New Testament,
fnd. that ey neted nhader the direption of Peter, Tame atd Fokn,
wha eld the Teeys of the Fristlieod of Melehizedak, which Priest-
hsod, b sald; wald fredoe bime L candarred onws, abd that L
phraild b ealled the firsl Tlder btk Chucel, and he [¥ivar
Cowdory ) the second. | It was ob Bhe fifteenth dey ol Moy, 1820,
that s wers ordained under the hand ol thiz messenper, anid
Taptided.

amg | peddintely on o comning wp ot of the water nfter
ven-had Beer baplized, we paparieneed proat ind glorious iesaings
frim pur, Hesrenly Father. Mo soanes Tiad. 1 baptized Oblver
Cawdery, than the Haly Ghost foil vipom him, ad he stond wpoand
praphesied muny things wifieh glould sliortiy cone to pass. And
again, hosoon 05 Thad besn baptized by kil T alse had the spielt
ol propheny, when, standlng up, I prophasied conenrning the Tise
of thils Chyrek, and many ather things ottt wlth thi Choreh,
anid this peneration of the childeen of men. Wa were tilled with
the Holy Ghcst, and rejateed in the Giod of our salvation.

Hrd O i being ow enlighbazied, we began: B have
ik seriptubes laid open 1o oie iderstandings, and  tha true
snnnifg and intention of thely mote mysterigns prssiges revexled
e s b s manmer which we wever cocld attnin to provinasly;
ot ever Befdee had thouglt al.’ Tn the meontina we wees Toreed
to keep 2eerat the dreumetences of Having raccived the Priesthoed
aitd iy aving been baptized, owing toa aniTit #E porsseation
which liad almndy Tranifested itsalf in the peighborhoad:

aims e Had bpon ‘thoeaterad with being  mohbed, from
e o Houe, and ehls, ton, by profezsors of peligion. fAnd theie
ipbnitione 'of mebbing s wets only poviiterneted Tor Al inflienica
of Ty wile's father's [amily [under Divine Providenes b wholvad
oy very Trlendly: o me, and who were nppeasd e mols, and
waore willing that I'should: be allowed Lo centinue the wark of
tramElaine ] without | foterruption: and therefore - olfered and
promized 155 protectipn from A1 snlawiul procecdings, ns far as
in theny lay,”

Grich 14 the simpbe story of the divine callisg of the Frojhet
o Ui pineteenth contuny, & told by Joseph Sarith himsell He
tostified ol these slorlovs thinge and 2 few telinmd - hin. wosis
il were baptized. 7'hae werg the' initiatacy. stena fur Ehe e
tabliehment of the Chureh of Christ |n complatensas 0 PUmEeT,
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gllts wnd ardinances established.” The Chureh of Jesns: Chriat!
of  Latter-day’ Baint: was organized on the sixth day of | AREL
1880 At Favette) Sennon poanty, State of Mew York, nmnd it
history ks heen thrillingly eventiell | Fram the time of its &
tablizhiment the work has beon spread: sbroad; the falthiol Bldems
going Lorth, fike the ancient disciples, proclaiming tha Gospel:
cnising up A erpanizlng branches! | The pifts and power of God
have been  made: manifest; 'the ‘word - beling. sonfirmed by sizng
Tollowing the believers.

Tn 1851 by révelatlan through Joseph the' Sees; the fom Gind
Tiewers wire direeted to gather to the Btate of Ohio, the town of
Krertland beipg the headdquarters of the Chureh, In the simmer
of ‘the sanve year, Jaseph Smith and! & huaiber of Jobhén Elders,
by dlvine command,  visited - Tacksen eounty; | Mimouri; -which
wim geapnated as U Eont

O cAnell rd, A2AG, inc the Temple etected ot Kictinnd; the
Praphiet Toseph and Oliver Cowdery naire blessed with a plorious
wision (ol the Savier) whose sppearapce they  deserlbed e
sipnilled His necopbanceof the Haly Hoose, that had heon eretiod
to His name, promising many glarious hlessings apon His' peoplis
an eendicion that the Moly Temphe Lo Lepl fres from  poliution,
They were 'nlspisited by Mesis, who eomimitted oo them the
feeys of the gathéring of Tsrael and the bringlng of tlee Ton, Trities
froen the Mosth country, Elias also appeared ‘and bestomnd upern
them the dispensation of the Gospel of Ahrakami and, lastly,
there appeared Elijah the Prophet: who; it fulGlmest of the pre
diction: of | Mulrechi; confersed ‘opon’ Jaseph’ Smith the hava to
turn the hearts of 'the children to! their: Tatlers, informlng Elein
that e preat fand ddreadiul dav ol the Lord wos benr; s Ly
virtwe of the authority\eoriferred upon them st that tive) the
bearts'of theae living et forning’ towards theit dead pragenitosz,
andia;sympathetic search - for genealogy /s going on amens the
Lateer-day Snints; to be wesl by them [ the grest ternjsles of the
Chuzreh, wlers the Hving pepfortin o work of salvition Tor theldend)

T Tollow the believers in the diving mission of Joseph Stk
thraugh the tercible slorms of - persecutlon T whick  thew | wibs
subjectad;! woild conswme volumes. - Wherever: fhay nstablished
theasselves they ware beset on/pvery Sde by mohs who burned or
despioiled their hotnes, in'‘many cazed murdened tiem o sabd Hivad,
and - eamimitted  upan. helpless' women' revplting - crimns ngainat
chastlty. This wae partleulnry) cha’ case: 1o 3 lesourd, by whlsh
state they subsequantly spctled, spel white they went deiven from
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counby to-coindy, and abused with: sk merdlss croaity, tliat
aothing slorl of (the  power 'nf God saved thom from annibile.
tion | as an organized bady i Tn Tact, the Gaverias af tha stabe,
& wretched persan| named. Bopes, imsund &0 order for the extai
mimakion of (the Salits and sereral Dhawshnd voluntesss weors
raised ann sentte exeente (his dxcerabld décres, Jesoph Bntith
and numbers of the Jonding Kldors wrare theawn intn prisen, wherp
thedr were offered for foad the Gesh of their Brethren who hied Foon
Tatisdernd “by- the mobs, A coundil of the Volenbeer Militia
mpkocrata s was held b relution B0 the disfmnal af Josepl 2mith
amd his brothren.  Seeenteon sectarlan priests, whe! took part in
the! murderous wark, were irgent in the defmands Ehat Fhey b
shat., = The commision of thia told-hlosded desd was unly prn-
vetiled by General” Doniphan fheeatening to withdraw his regi-
aent and foée himzedl from such dovilish dolsigs.

Belng driven by ruthless, relentliss persocation, having heen
expelled from their homed snd Jast refige in Missouc, the Saints
wended their weary atepd to Tlinois, | Hundreds of them paslshed
during the winter fram hunger, eald, und general etposine. Thay
bailt the heautiful city 'of | Mawvoo, with o population of aiver
20000, in - Hencock: county, Tllihols, on the hanks of | the | Wi
slasippi, where they nlso orected o benatifu] temple, ey flonze=
ished for a time, thelr momlers being preatly swolled by infowiog
immdgration fram diferone parts’ of the Tinion: and from Gront
Britain,

Again ‘the fleres winds of persecition begnn to howl, as i
the inferna] repions had let lonse thoir impe nd comemissoned
tham ol take possesafon of thee epemics of the penple of God.
MNotling seamed ‘to satishy them bt the Blood of the Prapfist.
anel be zeemed bo replize it for on-his war Carthage, Hlinois,
where he wns minrdeced i oold: Hlood, Ee sald s 0 wm froing Hke
alamb to the slaughter, but T am as salm ne o mrmimes Imarning.
[have g borseiencs void of ofcnse towards God) and towsrds al]
men;. [ skl die innooent, snd it shall vet e shid of me, e was
enurdered; incobd Blead.! Rt times had ke béelt actested o
trumped-ip charges, and [ortrnine tinses: had e boon e itted
by the courts ' of the land, innocent ol sny erime, - Tesperate and
maddened by biing contimually’ foiled in thels wicked disigns,
the mob finafly doclared thut, il Jaw couldn’t roach them, powder
and ball should.'On the 2Tth of Jurne, T84, while in Jail, ia the
town of Carthage, and under the protective Pledge of the gavernior
of the State, Tozeph Smith the Frophet, and his brothar Hyrum,
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the Patriarch, wers cruelly. murdesed by a furdons moby Ted! by
rellgtous fanzties, - Appended to the boolo containing the ravels:

- tapms peenived from, the! Losd by the Prophet Jeseph; linawn/ s

the: Book of Doetrine and Covenantsis published the following
mureakive of the UMight'of Mariyrdom'?
Marpurdem of Sopepl etk the Prophd, wrd s Beatier  Elyram;
L= T senl ehe tegtirnandy of this ook and the Book of Mar-
Taan, W shnolecs the Martyrdom of Joseph Smith, the Prophet,
and Hvrwm Smith, the Futrinreh, They wern glot in Carthape
jmily an-che BTeh of  Ture, 1844, abowt five ol cleck pl o, by an
apmed. maky, palnted bluek-—of Teomy 150 $o 200 personas | Hyriam
wits shob first wnd Tabl ealmly, exclsining, 1 am - a dead Toanl’”
Joseplt Teaped Trowt fhe window, and wis shot dend in the nte
tempt, exelaiming, Y Lard my Goed? - They werd Lotk ahot after
they were dead inoa brutal manner, and beth secelvéd fowr badls.

& dabn Taylor and, Willurd Eticknrds, two of the Twelve,
were the anly’ pereons in the roem b the time; tle foraer was
wounded in & Bpvape manter with, fowre balls, but has sinee recave
ered; the latier) through the providence of - God, sseaped, with-
auk even o holein his rafqe"

A0 Joseph Bmibhy the Prophet and Sceroof the Lond; haz
dape make fsiee WTenesenlsn ) Ter the ealvation of ihen-1n this
world, than any/ethel man! that e lived in it Inothe shart
gpace of twenty vedrs be has browght Torth the Book of Mlormon;
which ha teonslated bithe gilt and) e power of God, and | has
been ) the means of publishing e in two sontinents; has sent the
fullnees of theeveclasting grepel which it sontained tothe fouk
guzrtors of the' enrch: haa brought forth the revelations and oom-
reandmenta which emtipase this Boek of Traetrine and Covenanca;
arvd oty ather wise dacuments and fatraetlons for ihe benefit
ol tha:ehildren ef mend gathered many: thousands of /the Tattess
day Sainte/fourded a great ety mod Jefe n fame mnd ame that
cannard bislain. o e lived preat, and be died preat i the epes of
God and Hizs people; and 1ke most of the Lord's eneintéd in'an-
cient times, bas sealed his missian and: his weorleewith e own blaod
—nal &o-has his brother Hymm o En Hie thea swere ot divided,
amclindeath) theyr weie pol seperated!

oW hen Josspk wieng to Corthaps fod deliver himasll upite
the pretended regaitenents of thelaw two or thee days previoes
to hiz ssmeination, e eaid 1 nm paing Jike - Inmb to che lanphs
ter: bt Ionmenim ns m'summer's morning: [ bave a chnscepos
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vail of oftenss towards God, and towards 8l men T shall die
itetbacknty and 1t ehnll gt be- prid of mee— He s mecrdercd die/ codd
Blocel " The same marning; after Hynim hid' biade réady to go—
ehall it b nuld to the slaughter? | Yea, Tor a0 it was,—he read the’
fellewing pammgraply near the close of ‘the' twelfth chapter of
Ether; i the Bock of Mormon, abd toroed dewn Lhie beal vpon it

s e s to - pnss that 1 peayed unte the Locd that
hemoaid ‘pive unto- the Geptiles grove,  that tley might hawe
charity:And It came to pezs that the Lord exid cnte me, If
thev have nat charcity, it mattereth nol wito thee, thaw hust been
faithlol: wherefore, thy gaomests shall be made clean. And be-
daiee thon ' kust sees thy mankness, thon shalt bo made’ sbrong,
Sien anto the sitting dewn in the plnee whizh I ave prepared in
the monsiong of Ty Father. - And fow, I—-—=hid: farewell unte
the Gentilen: yea, and alsp unto my brethren whom I love, wntil
wis ghall weat before the judgment-sent af Christ, where all men
SHall Fatnw that my parments are not spobted with vour blood."
e teatators aca now dend, and their betarment i in foree.

g Hyrum Smith wes 44 vesrs ol Febroary, 1844, and
Jopeph  Smith was 38 in December, 1243; and heneaborwarnd
Ehelr nawes will e classed amonp: the mariyrs of relipion: and
tha reades in every nation wlil be: reminded that the “Bool of
Marmon,;” and this ook of Doetrine and Covenants of the Chureh,
ost Ehe et blood of the nlsetesnth sentory to bribg-them forth
fopthe mbvation of & Toined woclds and tlent 3§ the fice can geathe
2 ey tren for the ghory of God, how easy 1t will arn up the
e teies™ te purify the vheevard of corruption. Ty Tived for
glorey they died Tog glory; and glory 5 tlsedr oternal rewnrd: ) From
apel b o glall thelc nanes go down to poaterflyr ss gome for e
sanctified.

T Ty wete innocent 0f any erioe; a2 flrey hnd aften Lo
praved befars, and wore onby confined fn juil bor the conspiraca of
traitnrs nnd edeknd Tnen: and thelr fmossal dlond on the oo af
Carthame jail, is o broad seal affized to 7 Mormoniam® that can-
not he rejeeted (b any court enearth; and their dmuocdait hbood
o1t the meputehean of fhe State of Ilinols; with the hroken faith
of ‘the Btate ms pledzed by the Governos i a withes to the
trith nf bk everlasting pospal, that'all the world cannab dtmpeach;
and their tpeocent tlood on the brnner of lLberty, and on the mage
ehdra -af. the United Stotes, ls-an ambesandar {or the Teligion of
Jomua Christ; that will touch the hearts of honest man amaobg- all
hatlarss and. thair frasdeent) blood, with the lnrosent blood of all
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the martyra urnder the altar that Tohn aaw, wiil éry onto the Loerd
of Hosts; 1l He avenpes that blaod on the snreh, 7 A et

1t was fondly hoped that, by the death of the grot Prophet,
the werk behad beontottissioned ta eatablish wonld g aut of
existence, Bt it was dostined” to temain’ Torever. Truth i8 ik
perishable. . The eneinies of the Chureh: redechled theie sffarts,
thinking they eould sotnplede B work of demalition they impg ined
they had begun. Bot though, by the machikation of the wicked
und the operations of flondish hate, geod and great mes mzy b
swept Irom the earth;, the poinciples they =dvance reseain behind.
Men nre subiject to removal from this sphere, {t is tewg, bt tEuth,
wternal truth, in not sisceptible to obliteration: “Truth’ erasked
bo earth will rise agnin.” = Joaoph Bmith was tackyred, hut ai-
ethor preat mun bad been prepared to fabe up:bhe-link: of thao
chain, which the wicked fondly Losed had heen anapped never
more o be welded. | The Twelve Apostles; upon the deatls of
Jeseph Bmilth, were the highest puthority of the Choreh. Birighnm
Young wos their proddens, and, reeogniving i trikh, he ' was;
eit Decemnber Sth, 1847, ‘seloctad a5 president’ of the whale Chureh,
and ag such directed [ls aifgire down ta the tine of bk danth in
Algpust 1877

Mab viclenee did not oonsa: with Ehe marbyrdorn of JTusnph
and Hyrum. . The dogs of wae continued to Lot Jogse upoT the
Lutter-dsy Baints until, finally, fhey had o enter inte o cammpizle
s0Tyr agTeiment, oF wWrltten pomipact, e hive the Siate af [Elineis;
and betnke, thermeslves t0 the Western wilda of Amuerics; where [
was proudly  hoped by their! emamies, thege sould inevitahly
periah;

The' compilsary” exoduz sommanced uades thy leaderzhip of
Brigham! ¥ oing, o the depth of the winter of 1846, whon' the
Itendless wanderers prssed  through hardzhips ) and smiiferings,
in the midst of jce, " atowdrifes and a temperpture frequenthy
twenly degress | helow zarg,

[Whils encaenped on the western bank of the Missouri, River,
the, general governnient sent an-agent, ealling for 500 oF tha
ablest: man among the Mormion exiles to abd the United Seates is
the war 'agalust Mexicel  These wara mromptly furnished, shomwe
ing that aceusntions of disloyalty made agninat thiz deapled reople
wete unfennded. Do add | o) the distress of Che camp;: atl thia
Jjaneture they learned that the mick and infirm who wive it b
hind in Nanvoos; froi inahility’ to Move with the sealn hody, had
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hoen wetwalhr driven; ot of tlat eity nt the mouthiof the musket
andcannon b the bratal, inhuman ok,

O the 24tH o8 Juls, 1247, tha pionesrs; led by Brigham Yaupg,
entorid the valley of the Great Salt Lake. ) Succesive COTPRnLE.
{olloweds nnd- ke cultivation of‘the =bil proceeded. Trntil: the
harvedt of 1848 many auffersd from: hanger, living upon. smail
roots nnd rawkide,

Mamiranth volumes might, be fillel with narratives al ‘the
Erinks loissitndes, travels, hardships, sftictions and persesmtions
to whirk the Church: of Uhrist has been subjerted.  We. might
apeals of the difteulile: the Latter-duy Sulnta have had to cope
with.in their present beautiful leeation in the fopmerly barren hut
now amiling and fraitfol valloys of the West, beyord the Rk
K otintaing: how theic erops have in past yeaes been’ destroved by
hordes . of grassloppers nnad erickets, yeb they huve plodded o
‘thelr. way, rejoicing and trosting in the God of Henven, who,
glthough He has seen A o tri abd prove: then, has never de-
aerted them b the hour of need.

Befare the advent of Western ruilroads on o the Ameriean
Continent the pilprim Snints, with {aces turned boward the pas-
tires of the Recky Meuntaing, hoed bo-teaverse, mostly. afoot,
the Booad and almost brackless praities, ovic mountaing and neross
Fivers and vallevs, their bapzuge and tle more ferble of the people
boinp corvayed by wagons hanled by vxen.In 1866, the Luller-
day Zaints in Utak, inspiced witl deep solicitude or the pilgrims
ob thoir wenrs way weatward, with'a largeness of heart and gen-
ety that hos seldom been equalled, forwarded to the frontlérs
RO wapons, with & sofficikent nunber of cattle and men to trapss
port tham 1,100 milee—from: the, Misouri- River to Zalt: Lake
{51

By the magic hand of industr, under the blessings of the

God'sf Terand, that Wesrern wilderness has been fransformed vk £

a pletire’ of smiling fruitfulness.  Besides the beautiful city ol
Sait Lake—ihe admiration of passlng tourists, who flvck thera T
pheniganida every year—tlere are nearly 500 othes eities and s=tile-
ments whickh 2 blessom ke bhe roeal!

Tamples have beén arected /in Salt Lake City, 5t. George,
pantl and Logsn, at & cost of over seveo millions of daollars,
hesides Bundreds of tabernneles and: churches seatieced theoughs
aut that pegion whiech represent other miltlon in money. | Thas
et Latter-day Suints manifesting their soliditude for the wels
fare of the/Tathers who heve gone before,” by preparing places



JOSEFH SMITH'S OWN ETORY a3

wharein they ean officiate for then, I That they mpyr he jurdged
aceording to dnen in the flesh, bt Live accorging to God'in the
apirit.’?

gince thin thousnnds of Elders have goneinto all parta of
the dvilized world, fraveling a8 the Apcetles of ‘pld did, Podih-
aut purse and without serip,’" ering repentatice Lo the natians,
and calllng: om them g 1 Baptized and sscape the “damnation
of “helt.” | These Eiders have [eit the' larm, the workshep, the
Torge, the dfose, -and ‘il tlie comiarls of home and - Toved anes,
2od pobie inky Cannds, Great Britain, Gerniany, Halland, Franes:,
Italy,  Switzedind, Denrmark, Aweden; Marway, Teoland, Eust
Indies, Cape of Good Hapa, Mexico, South Americs, Sabth Sea
Ialands, Enndwich Talands, Jersey  Telanda) Jzpan, Turkeyr a6
Jerusalom, Having the Everlasting Gospal o breaeh unta thrm
that dwell an' the carth, and: to every nation. nid kinelred, Carid
Tonpue and peaple. - Az result of their warning volon thodpands
and ters of thousands have Yielded cbodicines Lo "tha Gosped of
the Son of God, ind the Chireh naw has a mambership of over
B0 B00 monala, and fuliv thas rangy miore have Kepl the faith and
pagzed - beyind- the weil, all during, bhe remarkably ahar space
afedghlyvefive vears, Thire have hesnt seven | preaidents’in . the
Chureh of (Jeses Chidst of Lattor-day’ Zainta) an fallow: ¢ Jeseph
Bnith; Brighem Young, Tohn Tayler, Willord Wondrwff, Larenza
Enow, Jaseph B Smich, und. Hebir T Grant, the present leades
of the Chirch, who was n member af. the Graorim, of the Aposties
Tor thirtdy-aix vears, und whe nttaired his presént poaithon through
a foni dife of faithiulbess. At the death of Prezident. Joeph F.
gmlth, his predecesor, Te ' had | beesimn the' ehicd Apastie mnd
was | chosen Ty the highest quonang, i’ the Chireh to be-
conte the Prophet, Seer. and ftevelator, as was Brigham Young
upan the death of the Prophet Joseph Smith:

Effacts have heen mmade ta destroy the work of God as {6
stituted thraugh the instrumentality’ of Joesph Smith, and
tanner of falsehoods have beon sirenlatod apainat’ him and ko
unselfish Lnkors. Eapecially have the shafts of the Evil Lhie Leen
directed apainst the Eeale: af Mermnon, men! baving invented 2]
enanner ol Ethenries 2= o its origin in arder ta dereredit ids diibni.
The Solemoly Spanlding story f gtill Leesd | by hireling piriests
who s ih wait to decsive ™ Far Ity years #nd mere hns this
been the stock-in-trade of those who'object o' the senuiteres
of this diviie reeard, and notwithstandlng these divines 1 Enow
that the story has long age heen explodged, vet they continue to
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Bl theeyéa of théle followers; bocauss their ernft i'in danger!?
direetly the truth downs on those who are henest in hesrt,

The Rev. Solamon Spavlding romanee | eastly teldd B,
Hurburt, o man who 'was onée & rrember of the Ghurch, hut
who, ! hreauze o bis lwsebvious ) conduol ) wae e esnimimnicated,
was bhe oripinator-of the fabrication that the Boolk of Macmon had
its origin in Moo Bpadlding's tale, - This man Hurlbort wrote a
hitter asaaule on the Lntter-day Saints in 1536, enticled  hlormon-
Taen Unvedléd " which was published 0 Ohia; | During the fne
Iurlbure wros gathering materfal for this work, he obinived from
the faniletof | the then® decessed elergrminn the orginal of gl
S pnuscipt Stery,”as I was walled, but discovesing thak | it
would, i published, prove frtel to his asamptions, he seppressed
£E; and Froom chias time it was entitely Tost sipht of until the latter
prreof the year TRE4, when a Me. Lo L, Ricey reaiding at Hemalula,
Sandwieh Telands, found it gmong & numecavs colleetion of mis-
cellansaus papers which ke kad pecsived from: Mr. BE- Do Howe,
of  Fhinesville; (i, the pablisher af ) Hurlburt'a “Mormonizm
Ureelled r wlen lie, with' his pariner, parehnsed from Lhat pentle
man tha business and good will-of the Paineznlle Telegrnph: In
1884 President Jorces Mo Fairehild, of Obetlln - Collepe, Ohie,
was payiog a visit to My Rice; and be soggested that the latter
Tonk through his numespais papers, in the hope of finding amongst
them aonme | anti-slavery deturent of viloes  1n iy eearch loe
discoveseil a packape fmarhed by pencl on the ouatside, 't Minu-
seTipt Story.” which, footheir surprise) on perdsal, proved to b
e Seritable, long toat Tomsnce of Bév, D, Spaulding, to whick
g0, much ondeservesl importance | bad  Been: maliciowsly gpiven.
Thiz ranuetript was preaented  to Fberiin Colleps, but not wnkl
an exel copy bad been made by Mr, Rier, which has since bean
puhlighed in pamphlet form, and a1 parchazdd at the Desoret
Mewe Book Stere, Salt L.a.'ll:a City, Titahy Upon comparizon it will
b fonind that LE does Bol bear the lesst resemblancs 0 any mannoer

Stothe Boek of Warmion; mnd vt 8 was said’ that Joeeph Smith
ehiained: acpess to this manuesript and Trom ' JEs” scanty  pages
alpbprated the Eook of Maocmor, which e alterwnods palmed
wpon the werld e n divies record,
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The Terple A% Mesn, Arizana

Plhep Prophef - Blijal - apposred tof foseph Smilhc and
Dilves Cowdary) o ohe Kirtand, Qb Temnple, April 4, 1436,
fulfiiing: the prophedic dectaraiton of the: Prophet Mlachi:
Sl [T R ;

Lo 5. Benoid, I owill send’ waa Eiijak itha prlapher  belovn
the pomiing: of the greit’ and deeadiul day ol the Lopd:

Gand e ehall DUaeL the nesrt of the faihecs ig they
rhildren; and the heard of the ebhildeen Ao teis rathers, st
camec amal emike vl earth w4 curso. )
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