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For mors than one bundred and thirty years, Sess Flaisa has been
& familiar landmark in the Ancient Cliy, whars guests were wel-
comed with Spanlah Bospitality and wisitors could Feat In the quiet
of its placite, or patio, This large bullding was built in 1831 by
Major Jose D, Senn, for his bride, Dona leabsl Cabeze de Baca.

The Sena name has long been ddemtifled with Santa Fe. In 1883,
Bermarding deé Sena came to New Mexico as a boy of nime, with
hie foster-parents, and became founder of the line. When Don
Juan Sens inherited thia land in 1788, Santa Fe belomged to Spaln,
When Maojor Jose D. Sena bullt this heuse in 1831, Santa Fe
nelonged to Mexico, In 1848 Santa Fe becams pari of the United
Siates,

The house grew as the family grew (23 children were born under
theae roafs to the Major and his wife) amd In the end thers ‘were
19 roomae, Liks the Palacio Real, the Sena bouse was bailt of
adobe brick. The family lived on the south and west sldes of the
placita. ©Om the north side were sisbles, & coach house, store
reome and servants goariers. A well &iill stasding in the north-
eadl corner of the patlo, provided the water supply for the
househald,

A large Ballrocom was on the second floor of the wesl wing and
this blg room wes elso osed as an assembly hall for mestings.
Then, a8 now, it was reached by an cutside stair. There were na
interior hallways in the siructure, One weni by way of the portal
from ane room to another, or in bad weather directly from room
fo room, A each room had o connectng doorway to the next.

With corser fireplaces in the smaller rooms and log-aize onesin
the larger rooma, Summer was wood-chopping time. Great quas-
titden of cut cedar and pinon, hauled from the hills, provided for
Winter warmth, Thick adobe walla made the finest insulation
aguinat the cold and fire blazed merrily throughout the ballding.
In the patic, two Buge apple trees provided personal lockouts In
thelr topmost branches, for the Sena children. Here they could
obeerve what went on outside the Sens damaln and they could even
see the rifle range at Fort Marcy on the hill te the north,

Weddings, baptisms and holidays provided the mectssary exouse
for tranaforming the placita and house from everyday living to
magle castle, Great activity preceded these affairs. Hasd-woven
blankets and rugs were loaded inio wagons and hauled down o the
river to be washed. Silverware was pallabed, furniture was re-
paired, osutside walls were whitewashed, the ballrocm was decor-
dted, outdoor ovens wers prepared for the bountiful meals to come,



On iha eventful day, relatives and friends rode or walked to the
Blg Hoyse, After morning services, a light repast was served and
compary galbered In the placita to visit and rest. In the afternoon,
different sports and games wars held in the placite and in the open
fleld to the north of the house,

As early evening appreached, & delectabls aroma of things-a-
cocking wafted teasingly over the grounds and scan enough the call
te dimner was heard. Several roomse were get aflde aa dining
ropma and tables groaned with colimary efforts of many cooka. In
gepson, cabriios (young goats) may have been the meat courss
arcand which the feasl was bullt. Always a part of any meal, large
or small, would be chilf verde con gaest (green chili with cheese),
chicos (dried, steamed green cornl, canaigre (wild ple plant), and
mounds and mounds of blzcochitos (sugar cooki=s) plus & variety
of aide diakes to lempt the jaded palate.

Ard Mnally the baile, or balll! Everybody sttended, from gramd-
parents o the newest baby. The musiclams, asaally a fiddler or
two and & gaitarist, ast on chalrs which were placed on top of a
long table at the head of the ballrosm, Agalnat the two side walls,
#al the chaperones, and grandmothers cuddling slesping babies
under thelr black ahawls while contentedly paffing thelr clgareties,

Hardreds of candles in finely wrought hanging candelabra and
iniricately hammered silver wall sconces provided light for the
gadly costusmed dancers, who, with music in their leet, execulsd
the imtricate stepa of ithe Handierchief Waltz; El Fandanguito; La
Polka Suetta; the Schottieche; El Valss Despacic and many others.

Quickly the koura Med and o0 scon 1t was time for town paedts o
wend thelr way homeward; for othersto retire to the rooms placed
at thair disposal by a gracious hosl, But ihe memories of their
day at L& Casa Orande de Sena would stay with them forever.
Buch was life In ihe alespy little town of Santa Fe, many, many
FEATS AEC.

When the Sena Ploza was purchaged by the presenot owners and
remodeled for busingss occupancy in 1927, ewery effort was made
to restore and retain the charm of the building and ita placiia,.

And if today's weary visltor, resting under the large plum iree of
o quist afterncon, shuts his eyes for & few momenis, he bod can
recapiure some of the magic of Sena Flaza of yesteryear.



This felder pressmied with the compliments of:

ANCIENT CITY BOOK SHOP, INC.

In the Sena Plazra Patlo

A fime collectlosn of Out-af-Print Backs on Mew Mexico and ihi
Southwesi, plus ald ard r&fe Beoks on all subjecis, and & care Tally
selected stock of Quality Paperback Titles.

We slao search for any owt-of-print book you may be seeking.

Mail Address: P, 0, 198 Santa Fe, New Mexico
Telephone O z-ga6s

Summer Hours: Monday theoagh Saturday: 10 o.m. 1o 6 p,m

Mew Mexica's ONLY COMPLETE BOOK SERVICE!

Let Ancient City ard Villagra Book Shops

salve all yoar back prablemes.

THEY KNOW HOW! !

VILLAGRA BOOK SHOP

On Palace Avesiue - Sena Plaza

Carrent New Booka! Specializing in Sputhwest Hiles and Javeniles

wamaad Art Books. ., ..Clafdics, , ., .4 fine line of Non-Ficties, ., ..
Rental Library. . ... Orastiag and View Cards.

Mail Addrgss; F 0. Box 480, Bania Fe, New Mexico
Telephons:  S0I-T182 e :
Sumnmer Hours: Monday throsgh Satueday: B a.m. to &30 p.om,
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