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PREHISTORIC TOWERS

MYSTERY surrounds the origin and wses of prehistoric rowers—whether
found dn ehe Old World or the Mew, They stand enigmas of the st mufmmding
men of scicnce who seck 1o read their secrens in the remaing of stone walls and grear
buildings thar give mute testimony to the high civilization of prehiscoric man.

Looking -:!uwu upon the molling plains of che great Sourh Afri-
can platesy, @ mysterious conical tower built of granite Blocks aston-
ishes the traveler in southern Rhodesia, Who built this tower snd irs
greac enclosure ac Zimbabwe?

As preat 4 mystery poday as ever ace the fumous round towers
in Freland ! How much is yer 1o beggnraveled about he stepped pyra-
wids of the Artec and Mayan cufturs—those stouctures of Mexico and ZIHEAHE

.,II Cenoial America that wise men say were astronomicl OhEETVAIGLY [OWCTs!
1--' All eyes are mirntd oo the amazing roing of Chan-Chan, the prve_'.-.'[m::l
ciy on the coast of Peou. Will this interest bring o light i’

"
& ‘\E secrats? Who can write the troe story of thar grear tower in ancient
-

L, which the Sumerins called *The House of the Mountain™?
.': «'k —aor those strange towers of Manchoeia?—or the marvelous !
3 Citadel of Damghan in Persia?—or che wemen-
dous wggurats of Angkor Vat in Indo-China?

CITADEL QF DAMGHAN

Mo region teems with greater myery,—noo wers hold grescer lure, o

" challenge che acchaeologist more, than our own Southwest and s thjsmri_n: LTS
buile by the so-called "Chff-dwellers,” the ancestors of the modern Pueblo Indians,

i In the rerritory konown as “the Four Comers”, where the boundaries of Arisona,
Lrah, New Mexice and Colorade meee, towers are the oustanding form of bailding,
Here s Hovenwesp—"Thserted Valley"—of che -many toweers, FI::]dcu in
thie aﬁm-m built ‘along the sades of innumerable sopged canyors and
dorted over the mesas, are wwers of overy description,—large and small;
square and rotnd; ovil dnd D-shaped; some standing quite alone —-:lthﬂs
20 clogely allied they have been called “Twin Towers,™




Nearhy Mesa Verde boases its sowers, buile nor only in the nemeral caves of
the diffs, bur on the brond mesas above. A tower forms an inportane pare of pearly
every one ol these prehistoric puehlos. Within sight of the village towers, which
must diwve formed 2 pare of the communal life, sennds a solitary shaft over-
lenking Iavijo Canyon—"Navajo Warchtower”, one of the mnst Epecs
tzcular towers in the whole outhwest, Mearer o the Grand Canyon—
bur thirty miles sevay—are the tower-dike buildings of "“Wupatki.”

Its grear Citadel, rising ouc of u teccaced dome of lava, appesrs
g guard the many ruins lying ac it feer, Wpatki's starcly
Castle”, unneighbored for miles hy lesser structures, stands i

alone in its glory. Too small jeself 1w shelter 2 cOmMmiity of Sy ‘i“*
wople, whar was its purpose on thar wide mesa? Some say i T
pevple, prarpo ay e
was an outpost forr, " MESA VEHDE

There is strong reason to helicve thar MmNy towers were used as forese—for
defense and lookoue purposes. Often loopholed and built, as many were, on high
canyon cliffs or mesas oveglooking secrounding plains and deserr, thefe cun be lietle
doube char from cheir heights 2 sentinel kepe watchful cye for the approaching
enemy. Soine towers show signs of habitation—many are divided into rooms and
evidence has been fouad of grain storape, Another moch favered theory is that these =
prebistoric Indian towers were buile for astronomical observations—for the sudy '
of the sun, moon and stars in connection with religious rites, The Frequent presence
of adjoining sacred cecemonial chamhers, called kivas, give suppoct to this inter
pretatisn,

: %

‘\f} Much is known ahour Kivas—their structure and [ oses—For
et kivas huve continued 1o be buile and used to the present day;-
v they are sill che emples of a'living religion, @ part ofsa peaple’s
- cuify life,—und from the Kiva af tckay the story of che kiva of
e vesterday is reconstructed, * 4 ¢ The TOWER, a5 a form of
Indian architecture, is a thing of e past—as much a subject of speculation as ghe
legendury Tower of Babel! '
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Over ten fect in dizmcter and painted in the spmbolic
colors used by Puehle’ people since prehistoric dmes, ehis
decoration by the Flopi ardse, Kabotie, dominates the Firs
room of the Indian Waclwower,

It tells one of the oldest mychs of e Hopi prople—
the story of the Chicf's young son who was the firsc man
to navigate the [ength of the Colorude Hiver:—who
trusied himself to its rapids in 2 hollowed log boar wndil
he came o the Great Sale Water;—who won the Snake
Frincess and then hecame the firsc Snake Priest ar Walpi,
He inaugurated the Snake Dance which sill is held each
wear,—but that is apother soory!
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